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Week Ending Friday, February 8, 2002

Proclamation 7521—American Heart
Month, 2002
February 1, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
A new era in the prevention and treatment

of cardiovascular diseases has created re-
newed hope for those suffering from heart-
related disorders. Anticoagulant drugs and
other technologically innovative artery-open-
ing treatments, like angioplasty, are enabling
doctors to better treat cardiovascular prob-
lems in their early stages. Armed with the
knowledge that lifestyle plays a significant
role in the prevention of heart disease, more
and more Americans have recognized the im-
portance of not smoking, getting regular ex-
ercise, and maintaining a healthy diet.

Despite these advances, cardiovascular
disease, including heart disease and stroke,
remains the leading cause of death in the
United States and greatly increases disability
among Americans. This year, cardiovascular
disease will be the primary or contributing
cause in about 60 percent of all deaths and
will cost our Nation more than $330 billion
in lost wages, diminished productivity, and
medical expenses. It is a little known fact that
heart disease is the leading cause of death
among women, with over 370,000 deaths
every year.

According to the Archives of Internal
Medicine, most heart attack patients wait
more than 2 hours before seeking emergency
care, primarily because they do not recognize
the symptoms of a heart attack. Delayed
awareness of the onset of a heart attack
means that only one in five heart attack vic-
tims gets to the hospital quickly enough to
benefit from life-saving medical treatments.

Fortunately, many new public-private
partnerships are working to educate Ameri-
cans about the warning signs of a heart attack

and the need for rapid response. The Na-
tional Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and
the American Heart Association have re-
cently joined with other national organiza-
tions to sponsor a campaign called ‘‘Act in
Time to Heart Attack Signs.’’ This public
awareness initiative emphasizes preventing
heart attacks, recognizing sometimes subtle
heart attack symptoms, and immediately call-
ing 911 when those symptoms first appear.

The AHA has developed an educational
campaign, ‘‘Operation Heartbeat,’’ that fo-
cuses on reducing sudden deaths from car-
diac arrest. Cardiac arrest, an abnormal heart
rhythm that stops the heart from effectively
pumping blood through the body, usually re-
sults in death within 10 to 14 minutes. Cur-
rently, only about five percent of those who
experience sudden cardiac arrest survive.
Operation Heartbeat is educating the public
about the signs of cardiac arrest, reinforcing
the importance of calling 911 immediately
and promoting the benefits of knowing and
administering cardiopulmonary resuscitation,
until advanced care can be given to restore
a normal heartbeat.

At this observance of American Heart
Month, we pay tribute to the researchers,
physicians, and other health professionals,
public education professionals, and volun-
teers for their tireless efforts in preventing,
treating, and researching heart disease. We
recognize the critical importance of devel-
oping tools that will increase survival rates
from heart attacks and cardiac arrest. By in-
corporating these new tools into aggressive
education programs and partnerships, we can
save tens of thousands of lives annually.

In recognition of the important needs in
the ongoing fight against cardiovascular dis-
ease, the Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963, as amended (77
Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 101), has requested that
the President issue an annual proclamation
designating February as ‘‘American Heart
Month.’’
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 2002 as
American Heart Month. I invite the Gov-
ernors of the States, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, officials of other areas subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States, and
the American people to join me in reaffirm-
ing our commitment to combating cardio-
vascular disease and stroke.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 5, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 2, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Feb-
ruary 6.

Proclamation 7522—National
African American History Month,
2002
February 1, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
During these extraordinary times, America

looks forward to new challenges and oppor-
tunities with a reinvigorated sense of unity
and common purpose. We are a strong and
vibrant Nation, thanks to the creativity, for-
titude, and resilience of people of every race
and background. During National African
American History Month, we celebrate the
many achievements and contributions made
by African Americans to our economic, cul-
tural, spiritual, and political development.

In 1915, Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson
founded The Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History. Through that Asso-
ciation, he began pressing for the establish-
ment of Negro History Week as a way to
bring national attention to the accomplish-

ments of African Americans. He hoped to
neutralize the apparent distortions in Black
history and to provide a more objective and
scholarly balance to American and World his-
tory.

Dr. Woodson’s dream became a reality in
1926. He chose the second week of February
for the observance because of its proximity
to the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and
Frederick Douglass, two individuals whom
Dr. Woodson felt had dramatically affected
the lives of African Americans. And in 1976,
the Association succeeded in expanding the
observance, which then became Black His-
tory Month.

The theme of National African American
History Month for 2002 is ‘‘The Color Line
Revisited: Is Racism Dead?’’ The observance
calls our Nation’s attention to the continued
need to battle racism and to build a society
that fully lives up to its democratic ideals.
This commitment includes ensuring a high-
quality education for all Americans, so that
no child is left behind, and challenges us to
continue to rebuild and restore our commu-
nities, to fight crime and violence, and to pur-
sue equal opportunity and equal justice in
every part of our society. At the same time,
the United States must look beyond its bor-
ders and take an active role in helping to
alleviate poverty, stimulate economic growth
and trade, enhance democracy, and combat
HIV/AIDS in Africa.

This annual event gives all Americans a
chance to recognize and commemorate the
global history of people of African descent.
As we celebrate National African American
History Month, I join with all Americans in
celebrating our diverse heritage and culture
and continuing our efforts to create a world
that is more just, peaceful, and prosperous
for all.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 2002 as
National African American History Month.
I call upon public officials, educators, librar-
ians, and all of the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate
programs and activities that highlight and

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 09:39 Feb 12, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P06FET4.008 pfrm06 PsN: P06FET4



175Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Feb. 2

honor the myriad contributions of African
Americans.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 5, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 2, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Feb-
ruary 6.

The President’s Radio Address
February 2, 2002

Good morning. In my State of the Union
Address, I committed our Nation to three
great goals: To win the war; to secure our
homeland; and to defeat the recession.

In recent days, we have heard some en-
couraging reports on our progress and our
work to defeat the recession. But many work-
ers have lost their jobs and their retirement
savings when their companies went bank-
rupt. Employees who have worked hard and
saved all their lives should not have to risk
losing everything if their company fails, so
my administration is proposing important
safeguards to our pension laws to protect the
retirement savings of workers.

First, we want to give workers greater free-
dom to diversify their retirement portfolios.
Many companies require their workers to
hold company shares long after their workers
wish to sell, even when the company’s shares
are dramatically dropping in value. I propose
that workers be permitted to sell company-
contributed shares in their retirement ac-
count and diversify after they have partici-
pated in a 401(k) for 3 years.

Next, we need to make sure that compa-
nies have a single standard for their execu-
tives and their employees. It is unfair for
workers to be denied the ability to sell stock
when executives are free to sell their stock.
Right now, though, companies can create
what are called blackouts, when they switch
the management of their retirement accounts

from one investment firm to another. During
the switch, employees don’t have access to
their 401(k)s and can’t buy or sell. These
blackouts usually happen because the com-
pany is looking for better service for its em-
ployees. But when employees can’t sell, ex-
ecutives shouldn’t be able to sell, either, so
I am proposing that company executives be
prohibited from selling any and all of their
stock during these blackout periods.

Third, workers should be informed in ad-
vance that a blackout period is coming.
Under my administration’s reforms, workers
must be given 30 days’ notice before employ-
ers make any changes that would stop them
from selling their stock.

Fourth, companies will be put on notice
when employees are blacked out; company
executives with power over 401(k)s will be
held accountable for treating their workers’
assets as carefully as they treat their own.

Fifth, workers should have the benefit of
solid, independent investment advice. Right
now, the law deters companies from pro-
viding employees with sound advice such as
information about the benefits of diversifica-
tion, and that doesn’t make sense. We need
to encourage companies to provide workers
good advice, not punish them for doing so.

And finally, employers should be required
to provide regular information to their work-
ers about the current value of their accounts
and their right to sell and diversify. Right
now, employers need to give an accounting
to workers only once a year. We’re going to
tell them they must do so every 3 months.
These measures will be a major benefit for
American workers and for America’s employ-
ers.

Our country’s employers welcome the
highest standards of conduct, because high
standards are good for business and good for
America. I thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:40 p.m. on
February 1 at Camp David, MD, for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on February 2. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on February 1 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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Remarks to the Armed Forces at
Eglin Air Force Base in Fort Walton
Beach, Florida
February 4, 2002

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you
very much. I appreciate your warm welcome.
It is an honor to be here with the men and
women who wear our uniform. It’s an honor
to be at Eglin. And it’s appropriate that I
was delivered to your door on an Air Force
jet.

I not only want to thank all of you who
wear our uniform, I want to thank your fami-
lies, as well. I understand that military life
makes a lot of demands on those who serve,
and I also understand the family’s sacrifice.
And for that, your Nation is grateful. Every
family member here today can be certain that
our Nation’s cause is right, and our Nation’s
cause is just. You can be sure of something
else: In this war against terror, the forces of
freedom will prevail.

I always enjoy coming to States which have
a great Governor. Enough said. [Laughter]
It’s clear that both of us were listening to
our mother. [Laughter] My advice to all you
youngsters out there is: Listen to your moth-
er. [Laughter] Right, Buddy?

I’m also honored to be here with Ched
Bob. As you know, I like nicknames. I never
heard a general called Ched Bob before.
[Laughter] But General, thank you for your
leadership. I also want to thank General
Lyles and General Stogsdill, as well, for their
leadership for our country. I’m proud of the
men and women who wear the uniform. And
I’m proud we’ve got some of the finest—fin-
est—Americans who are leading our brave
troops, including General Hester.

I also want to thank Congressman Miller.
Congressman Miller flew down with me
today on Air Force One. He’s a young Con-
gressman; he just got up there. But I can
assure you one thing: When it comes to sup-
porting the men and women in the military,
you’ve got a strong supporter in Jeff Miller.

Not only am I pleased to be with so many
from Eglin, I’m also pleased to be from—
men and women and families from the head-
quarters of the Special—the Air Force Spe-
cial Operations Command in Hurlburt—[ap-
plause]—the quiet professionals. You don’t

sound so quiet today, however. You perform
with daring and dedication. You’ve made an
impression on the enemy. You’ve given the
terrorists around the world their first glimpse
at their fate.

The 16th Special Operations Wing has a
motto: ‘‘Any Time, Any Place.’’ You spend
every day training, testing, and preparing for
any mission that may come. It makes me feel
good to be the Commander in Chief of peo-
ple who train hard for any mission that may
come. You perform your missions with suc-
cess and with honor, and you’ve made Amer-
ica proud.

I understand that one young man has re-
turned from the war zone in time for the
birth of twins. My congratulations to Staff
Sergeant Christopher Avery and Erica. Staff
Sergeant, you can take it from the Com-
mander in Chief and a father of twins: You’re
going to be a busy man. [Laughter]

Our military has a new mission for the 21st
century. It came suddenly, but you were
ready. The 919th Special Operations Wing
is part of a tremendous fighting force that
assembled across the world in a matter of
weeks. You destroyed Afghans’ terrorist
training camps and freed a country from bru-
tal oppression. Our military not only proved
themselves on the battlefield, but our mili-
tary were liberators, freeing women and chil-
dren, giving them a chance to breathe the
fresh air of freedom. For that, I’m so grateful
and proud.

When America was attacked, our men and
women in uniform felt it in a personal way.
A reporter asked an Air Force pilot if he had
any direct connection to the victims of Sep-
tember the 11th. The pilot replied, ‘‘I think
we all do. They were Americans.’’ That’s how
we all felt. When you strike one American,
you strike all Americans, and you can expect
to hear from us.

The terrorists are beginning to realize they
picked the wrong enemy. As I like to put
it, they must have been watching too much
daytime TV. [Laughter] They thought we
were soft. They thought we would roll over.
My oh my, they haven’t got us figured out.
But they’re beginning to understand us. You
see, we’re a patient and deliberate people.
We are absolutely resolved to find terrorists
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where they hide and to root them out one
by one.

Some people may grow weary, but not me,
and not you. History has called us into action,
and we will not stop until the threat of global
terrorism has been destroyed.

This message has been made clear to the
enemy. It has been made clear to the world.
It has been made clear to those who think
they can harm America. And that message
is being delivered by the finest military ever
assembled, the United States military.

In a short period of time, we’re making
great progress. It hasn’t been all that long
ago that I called the military into action. I
know it seems a long time for many of the
family members. But when history looks
back, we haven’t been at this for very long,
but we’re making huge progress. We’ve built
a fabulous coalition of many nations in every
region of the world. They know that in this
conflict there is a choice to make: Either
you’re with us, or you’re with the terrorists;
either you’re with freedom and justice, or
you’re on the side of tyranny and oppression.
And the good news is, civilized people every-
where are taking the side of freedom and
justice.

Our first objective in the first theater
against the war against terror has been
achieved; the Taliban are out of business.
They’re gone, and the people of Afghanistan
don’t miss them one bit. A few months ago,
some warned that military action would
cause an uprising in the streets. Well, when
we defeated that brutal regime, people did
take to the streets, but they came out to cele-
brate. They came out to express their joy.
They came out to cheer the fact that their
oppressors had left and freedom had re-
turned.

And we’re working on our next objective.
And that’s to run down the Al Qaida and the
rest of the terrorists and maybe give them
a free trip to Guantanamo Bay. This will take
time. It’s going to take a while. The American
people understand that, and for that, I’m
grateful. And you need to know, I’m a patient
man. I don’t have a set calendar. All I know
is, we’ve got them on the run. And we’re
after people who, on the one hand, send kids
to suicide missions, and on the other hand,
try to bury deep inside some cave. But there’s

no cave deep enough. There’s no place they
can hide long enough for the long arm of
American justice to find them and get them.

Afghanistan is only the first step, the be-
ginning of a long campaign to rid the world
of terrorists. We’re just starting. In the caves
they ran from, we found evidence of more
plans to attack us. And while we’re on alert
at home and doing everything we can to pro-
tect innocent life in America, the surest way
to defend America, the surest way to make
sure our children grow up in a peaceful and
free society, is to be relentless in our pursuit
of those who would harm America, those who
hate freedom, and bring them to justice.

We believe that they’ve trained thousands
of killers, and they view the entire world as
a battlefield. And that’s why we’re not going
to quit, and that’s why we’re going to rally
the nations of freedom, and that’s why we’re
going to protect the American people.

Another objective is to prevent regimes
that sponsor terror from threatening America
or our friends and allies with chemical, bio-
logical, or nuclear weapons. We must be de-
liberate as a nation. But time isn’t on our
side. Terrorist states and terrorist allies are
an axis of evil, seeking weapons of mass de-
struction. But I’ve put them on notice. The
United States of America will not permit the
world’s most dangerous regimes to threaten
us with the world’s most destructive weap-
ons. It is now up to them to change their
behavior. It is now up to them to join peace-
ful nations, but they’re on notice—they’re on
notice.

And this cause, this historic moment, this
great opportunity to fight for freedom and
to promote the peace for the long term re-
quires a strong military. And we must keep
it strong with new investments in equipment,
and we must keep it strong by attracting and
retaining the best and the brightest in our
country.

We’re learning a lot about modern warfare
in the first theater, Afghanistan. We’re learn-
ing about weapons and how to use them bet-
ter. It’s proof that in this first phase that ex-
pensive precision weapons not only defeat
the enemy but spare innocent lives. And the
budget I submit makes it clear we need more
of them.
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We need to be agile and quick to move.
We need to be able to send our troops on
the battlefields in places that many of us
never thought there would be a battlefield.
We need to be agile and mobile. And there-
fore, we need to replace aging aircraft and
get ready to be able to defend freedom with
the best equipment possible. Our men and
women deserve the best weapons, the best
equipment, and the best training. And there-
fore, I’ve asked Congress for a one-year in-
crease of more than $48 billion for national
defense, the largest increase in a generation.

We need one other thing. As I said, we
need to recruit and retain the best. This
budget I submitted has another military pay
raise for those who wear the uniform.

We’re unified in Washington on winning
this war. One way to express our unity is for
Congress to set the military budget, the de-
fense of the United States, as their number
one priority and fully fund my request. The
budget I submit recognizes the vital role the
military will play and recognizes we have only
one alternative, and that is victory.

One of the great honors I have is the op-
portunity to work with people in our military,
from the troops to the former pilot who
serves as the Secretary of Defense, Don
Rumsfeld, my administration’s matinee idol
for the seniors. [Laughter] I’ve also ap-
pointed an Air Force general as the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs. And he brings to
the job great discipline and duty and service
above self. I’m proud of General Myers.

The Air Force has a great ethic, a family
ethic. You stick together; you take care of
your own; and you bring out the best in each
other. And you know the stakes of this cause.
Our enemies want every person on Earth to
live in tyranny or live in fear. We seek a world
that lives in peace and freedom. And you
know what? There’s no doubt in my mind,
we’re going to prevail.

In the months and years to come, our Na-
tion will be asking much of the Air Force
and every branch of our military. You have
my confidence, because you’ve earned it. You
earn it every day in the difficulties you accept
and the dangers you face. You’re each here
to serve your country, and your country is
grateful. You’re here because you believe in
America, and America believes in you.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the
King Hangar. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Jeb Bush of Florida; Brig. Gen. Robert W. ‘‘Ched
Bob’’ Chedister, USAF, commander, Air Arma-
ment Center; Gen. Lester L. Lyles, USAF, com-
mander, Air Force Materiel Command; Brig. Gen.
Thomas ‘‘Mark’’ Stogsdill, USAF, commander,
919th Special Operations Wing; and Lt. Gen. Paul
V. Hester, USAF, commander, Air Force Special
Operations Command.

Proclamation 7523—National
Consumer Protection Week, 2002
February 4, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, we recognize the important

role played by public and private organiza-
tions in ensuring that the American con-
sumer is protected from unfair practices. The
theme of this year’s National Consumer Pro-
tection Week is ‘‘Consumer Confidential:
The Privacy Story.’’ By focusing on consumer
privacy and the protection of personal infor-
mation, this week will help Americans learn
more about securing their personal informa-
tion and preserving privacy.

Advances in computer technology have en-
abled the more efficient use of information,
which has benefitted society as a whole and
individual consumers in particular. Ameri-
cans now enjoy better access to credit and
financial services, shopping choices, and edu-
cational resources. However, as personal in-
formation becomes more accessible, con-
sumers, corporations, and government agen-
cies must take precautions against the misuse
of that information.

One of the most harmful abuses of per-
sonal information is identity theft. This oc-
curs when someone steals a Social Security
number, a birth date, or some other impor-
tant piece of personal information to open
new, fraudulent charge accounts, to order
merchandise, or to borrow money. Victims
usually find out about such frauds when col-
lection agencies pursue them for payment on
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these illegally created accounts, or they are
denied credit because of unpaid debts ac-
crued by identity thieves.

While vigorous law enforcement is vital to
preventing the misuse of personal informa-
tion, consumer education is the first line of
defense against this kind of fraud and decep-
tion. An educated consumer is a confident
consumer; and it is confident consumers who
drive the economy of our Nation.

A number of public and private entities
are joining forces this year to highlight con-
sumer education efforts throughout the Na-
tion. These efforts will help consumers learn
more about securing personal information
and privacy issues. The entities involved in-
clude the following: the Federal Trade Com-
mission, the National Association of Con-
sumer Agency Administrators, the National
Consumers League, the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons, the Better Business
Bureau, the Consumer Federation of Amer-
ica, the U.S. Postal Service, the U.S. Postal
Inspection Service, the National Association
of Attorneys General, and the Federal Con-
sumer Information Center. These groups will
help consumers understand how information
and privacy issues affect their lives and the
decisions they make in the marketplace.

During National Consumer Protection
Week, I encourage all Americans to learn
more about ways to safeguard their personal
information, recognize fraudulent tele-
marketers, and identify fraudulent e-mail.
Through these measures, individuals can bet-
ter protect their financial security and ulti-
mately contribute to the long-term strength
of our economy.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 3
through 9, 2002, as National Consumer Pro-
tection Week. I call upon Government offi-
cials, industry leaders, and consumer advo-
cates to provide consumers information
about the use and misuse of personal infor-
mation. This will help safeguard the eco-
nomic future of all Americans.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of

the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 6, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 7.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iraq
February 4, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing a 6-month periodic
report prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency with respect to Iraq that
was declared in Executive Order 12722 of
August 2, 1990.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 4, 2002.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting an Extension of the
China-United States Fisheries
Agreement
February 4, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens

Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith
an Agreement between the United States of
America and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China extending the Agreement
of June 24, 1985, Concerning Fisheries Off
the Coasts of the United States, with annex,
as extended (the ‘‘1985 Agreement’’). The
present Agreement, which was effected by
an exchange of notes in Beijing on April 6
and July 17, 2001, extends the 1985 Agree-
ment to July 1, 2004.
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In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the People’s Republic of
China, I urge that the Congress give favor-
able consideration to this Agreement.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 4, 2002.

Exchange With Reporters During
Tour of University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
February 5, 2002

Voluntarism
Q. Mr. President, Dick Armey today came

out against your volunteer program, saying
it’s not the Government’s business to teach
Americans charity. What’s your response to
that?

The President. I think the country needs
to provide opportunities for people to serve.
Expanding AmeriCorps, expanding Senior
Corps—it’s a good way for Americans to fight
evil, and there’s all kinds of opportunities.
Senior Corps is one opportunity; AmeriCorps
is one; church, synagogue, or mosque pro-
grams are another.

As I said in my speech, if you don’t know
where to serve your 2 years of public service
or 4,000 hours over the rest of your lifetime,
here’s a really good opportunity.

Q. Is his opposition—does that threaten
the program, threaten——

The President. No, I don’t think so. I
think Congress understands that we need to
provide opportunities for teachers to teach
in the inner-city schools and seniors to pro-
vide homeland defense volunteer activities.
The key thing, the key point I was making
in my speech is that many in the country
are asking how they can help, how they can
help fight terror. And one way to do so is
through acts of kindness and compassion and
decency. And the good news is, a lot of Amer-
icans are responding.

Enron/Pension Reform
Q. Mr. President, Senator Hollings yester-

day asked for a special counsel to investigate

your administration’s relations with Enron.
How do you feel about that, sir?

The President. I feel like Congress needs
to pass my pension reform legislation I sent
up there. I sent up a good piece of legislation
that will help protect workers, and they ought
to get after it and respond to that. Listen,
this is a business problem, and my Justice
Department is going to investigate. And if
there’s wrongdoing, we’ll hold them account-
able for mistreatment of employees and
shareholders.

Q. You don’t see a need for a special coun-
sel?

The President. I see a need for laws, and
I see a need for a full investigation, and that’s
what we’re providing. The Justice Depart-
ment is gathering information, and we’re
going to determine whether there was any
wrongdoing. And if there is, there will be
consequences.

In the meantime, I’ve sent up pension re-
form legislation that Congress needs to get
after. It’s a good piece of legislation, it will
help workers, and we ought to do it now.

Thank you, all.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:05 p.m. at the
clinical microbiology lab in Scaife Hall. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks at the University of
Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh

February 5, 2002

Thank you very much. Thanks for that
warm welcome. It’s great to be back in Pitts-
burgh. Never did I think I’d come back and
say, ‘‘America is under attack.’’ Never did I
dream I’d come back to this beautiful city
and say, ‘‘We’ve got to be on alert.’’ But here
I am, and that’s what I’m saying.

I walk in the Oval Office every morning—
and by the way, walking in the Oval Office
is a fabulous experience. [Laughter] It’s un-
imaginable. I can’t tell you what an honor
it is. It is—it’s great. It is a beautiful office.
I get there early in the morning. Spot, the
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dog, goes with me. [Laughter] I don’t let Bar-
ney go. Got a brand new rug, so he doesn’t
get to go. [Laughter]

But I sit at this magnificent desk. It’s a
desk that was used by President Roosevelt,
President Kennedy, and President Reagan.
And I read threats to the United States of
America. Every morning, I’m reminded that
my most important job is to make our coun-
try secure, is to protect the homeland of the
United States of America. And that’s what
I want to talk to you all about today, how
best to protect the homeland.

The best way to start to do so is to pick
a good general, somebody who knows how
to organize, somebody who’s tough, some-
body who’s smart, and somebody who can
articulate the issues we face. And I found
a good one right here in Pennsylvania in your
former Governor.

I’ve also got a great team, a wonderful
team of Americans who are there to serve
something greater than their own self-inter-
ests. Not only do I have a great foreign policy
team, I’ve got a wonderful domestic policy
team. And one of the key members of that
team is a former Governor, friend of mine,
who is doing a fabulous job, and that’s
Tommy Thompson of Health and Human
Services.

I’m sorry your current Governor couldn’t
be here, but he’s giving his budget address.
I completely understand why he’s not here.
But I also want to thank him publicly for
his work in coordinating the antiterrorist ac-
tivities of the State of Pennsylvania—the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania—with the
Federal Government. He’s doing a fine job,
and you need to be proud of his efforts and
his desire to make Pennsylvania as safe a
place as possible.

I also want to thank two Members of the
United States Congress who are here: one
Democrat, Mike Doyle; one Republican,
Melissa Hart. The reason I bring them up
with their party affiliations is there is no dif-
ference, as far as I can tell, in Washington,
DC, about love for country. You don’t have
to be a Republican to love the country or
a Democrat to love the country. We all love
our country. And one of the healthy things
that I think is beginning to happen in Wash-
ington, DC, is we’re beginning to recognize

that it’s time to put aside partisan differences
and focus on what’s best for America and
do what’s right for our citizens. So I want
to welcome you both here. Thank you.

I also want to thank those who have
briefed us on some of the innovative work
that is going on here at the University of
Pittsburgh, as well as with Carnegie Mellon:
Mike Wagner and Andrew Moore. They gave
us a fascinating presentation of a program
I’m going to explain briefly in a second.

I appreciate D.A. Henderson, the Director
of the Office of Public Health Preparedness,
who’s traveled from Washington with us.
D.A., where are you? Thank you for coming,
D.A. D.A.’s got a big job. His job is to take
some of the interesting things that have been
developed in places such as Pittsburgh and
make sure they’re duplicated around the
country, make sure others go to school on
what you’ve done at this school, so that
America is safe as it can possibly be.

I also want to welcome Tony Fauci here
of the NIH. Tony, thank you for coming.
Tony does a fabulous job at the NIH. He
represents a very important part of the re-
search and development arm of the United
States. We’ve significantly boosted the NIH
budget, not only to help fight the war against
terror but also to help fight the war against
disease. And I’m proud of the efforts of our
NIH folks, and thanks for coming, Tony.

I want to thank Mark Nordenberg for let-
ting us come. It kind of strains the resources
when the President shows up, I fully under-
stand. But thanks, Mark, for letting us use
your beautiful campus. And Jared Cohon, as
well, from Carnegie Mellon, thank you for
greeting us and briefing us today. And Arthur
Levine, I want to thank you, as well. You
did a fine job of explaining what’s going on.
And I look forward to kind of sharing some
of that with the American people.

Homeland defense takes many forms.
One, of course, is to secure our borders, to
make sure we understand who’s coming in
and out of our country. Part of making sure
America’s safe is to have as good information
as possible about what takes place in our
ports of entry. That’s why I spent a little time
in Maine the other day, talking about how
we’re going to boost the presence of the
Coast Guard, for example, to make sure our
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border and our homeland is secure as pos-
sible.

Part of having a secure homeland is to have
a good airport system that’s safe for people
to travel, an airport system that is inspecting
bags by inspectors who are qualified to in-
spect bags. Part of a homeland defense is
to have good intelligence sharing between
the Federal, the State, and the local level.
Part of homeland security is to have a first-
responders mechanism that’s modern and
current. And part of homeland security is to
be prepared to fight any kind of war against
bioterror, and that’s what I want to spend
some time talking about today.

Some of us remember that back in the fif-
ties we had what was called the DEW line
on the Arctic Circle, to warn us if enemy
bombers were coming over the North Pole
to attack America. Well, here in Pittsburgh,
I had the honor of seeing a demonstration
of the modern DEW line, a real-time out-
break and disease surveillance system, devel-
oped right here, which is one of the country’s
leading centers on monitoring biological
threats.

What we saw was how to take real data
on a real-time basis to determine if there was
a outbreak of any kind, including a terrorist
attack. The best way to protect the homeland
is to understand what’s taking place on the
homeland, so we can respond. And so the
modern-day DEW line, to me, was fas-
cinating. And I appreciate those who have
worked so hard to come up with a incredibly
useful tool for America, a useful tool to pro-
tect ourselves.

I also appreciate the fact that the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon Insti-
tute launched what’s called a biomedical se-
curity institute to help protect the Nation in
all ways from the insidious biological attack.

You know, I’ve come to realize, having
spent some time in Pittsburgh and particu-
larly after hearing the briefings today, that
while Pittsburgh used to be called ‘‘Steel
Town,’’ you need to call it ‘‘Knowledge
Town.’’ There’s a lot of smart people in this
town, and I’m proud to report to my fellow
citizens, they’re working in a way to make
America safe.

A lot of the money, obviously, comes from
the State Government, and for that we are

grateful. But the Federal Government has a
role to play, as well. I’m proud to say the
Department of Defense, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services all pro-
vide financial support to the Biomedical Se-
curity Institute. But as you can tell from
reading the newspapers and tell from my—
hopefully, if you listened to my State of the
Union Address, I have made the homeland
security a top budget priority. And I ask Con-
gress to respond in a positive way to this re-
quest.

For example, we’re asking for $1.6 billion.
This is additional money for State and local
governments to help hospitals and others im-
prove their ability to cope with any bioterror
attack. One, it’s important to be able to rec-
ognize what’s happening, and secondly,
we’ve got to respond, respond in a modern
way, a way that will help the American peo-
ple survive any attack if it were to come. I
want to make sure that each region around
the country has the proper equipment and
the right amount of medicine for the victims
of any attack, should it occur.

We’ve got to upgrade our communications,
not only between the Federal Government
and the State Government but between State
Governments and local communities and be-
tween counties and local jurisdictions. We’ve
got to be able to talk to each other better,
so that there’s real-time communications, so
that we can share information in a crisis. In-
formation sharing will help save lives. And
so part of the money is to bring our systems
up to speed, to make them more modern and
more responsive.

The budget also adds $2.4 billion to de-
velop new test protocols and new treatments
for bioterror weapons. We were able to save
lives during the anthrax outbreak, but some
infections were identified too late, and some
people were too badly infected to save. We
must do everything in our power, everything
to protect our fellow Americans. We need
better testing, better vaccines, and better
drugs if America is going to be as safe as
it can possibly be.

And there’s some hopeful news. Scientists
tell us that research we do to fight bioter-
rorism is likely to deliver great new advances
in the treatment of many other diseases, such
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as tuberculosis, pneumonia, malaria, and
HIV/AIDS. The monies we spend to protect
America today are likely to yield long-term
benefits, are likely to provide some incred-
ible cures to diseases that many years ago
never thought would be cured. It’s an invest-
ment that will pay off not only for better se-
curity but for better health. And I ask Con-
gress to support me on spending this money.

We’re also going to expand our Nation’s
stockpile of antibiotics and vaccines. We’re
going to have more of these important anti-
biotics and vaccines readily available. By the
end of the current fiscal year, we’ll have
enough antibiotics on hand to treat up to 20
million people for anthrax, plague, and other
bioterrorist diseases. We’re preparing for the
worst. We’ll provide funds to States to make
sure they can distribute medicines swiftly.

And we’re also going to expand our bio-
terror intelligence service. During the Ko-
rean war, we created what was called an Epi-
demic Intelligence Service to help defend
America if any of our cold war enemies tried
to use bioweapons against us. Now we need
to adapt the EIS to a new era and to a new
mission. We’ll make the commitment to ex-
pand and modernize the service and to work
with scientists in this country and friendly
nations around the world.

All in all, my budget will commit almost
$6 billion to defend ourselves against bioter-
rorism—as Tom mentioned, an increase of
over 300 percent. It’s money that we’ve got
to spend. It’s money that will have a good
impact on the country. It’s money that will
enable me to say that we’re doing everything
we can to protect America at home.

But I want to remind you all, the surest
way to protect America at home is to find
the enemy where it hides and bring them
to justice. The surest way to protect America
is to unleash the mighty arm of our United
States military and find the killers, wherever
they hide, and rout them out and bring them
to justice.

History has called us into action, here at
home and internationally. We’ve been given
a chance to lead, and we’re going to seize
the moment in this country. As we’ve men-
tioned more than once, what we do here at
home is going to have lasting impact for a
long time. And I want to tell you what we’re

doing abroad is going to have lasting impact,
as well.

I view this as an opportunity to secure the
peace for a long time coming. I view this
as a struggle of tyranny versus freedom, of
evil versus good. And there’s no in-between,
as far as I’m concerned. Either you’re with
us, or you’re against us. Either you stand for
a peaceful world for our children and our
grandchildren, either you’re willing to defend
freedom to its core, or you’re going to be
against the mighty United States of America.
I truly believe that by leading the world, by
rallying a vast coalition, by holding people
accountable for murderous deeds, the world
will be a more peaceful place for our children
and our grandchildren. And I’m honored,
and I’m proud to report this country under-
stands what I just said.

We are patient; we’re deliberate. Oh, I
know the news media likes to say, ‘‘Where’s
Usama bin Laden?’’ He’s not the issue. The
issue is international terror. I like our
chances against bin Laden, however. [Laugh-
ter] There’s no cave deep enough for him
to hide. He can run, and he thinks he can
hide, but we’re not going to give up until
he and every other potential killer and every
other body who hates freedom will be
brought to justice.

You know, the enemy hit us, and they said,
‘‘Oh, this great country is going to wilt.
They’re not great. They’re weak.’’ I like to
needle them by saying they must have been
watching too much daytime TV. [Laughter]
They got the wrong impression of America,
because quite the opposite is happening.
We’re unified; we’re focused; we are delib-
erate; we’re patient. We’re certain of our val-
ues and sure of the need to defend freedom.
And for that, the enemy is going to pay a
serious price.

You know, I’m asked all the time here at
home, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ Well, when
I look out and see the docs, every day you
show up for work you’re helping, by helping
develop some antibiotic or perhaps helping
some poor person who can’t afford health
care.

The reason I bring that up is because I
think the way to fight off evil is to do some
acts of goodness. See, the great strength of
the country is the hearts and souls of our
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fellow Americans. And the best way to de-
clare our position, the best way to make our
position known to the world, is through what
I like to call the gathering momentum of mil-
lions of acts of kindness and compassion and
decency, acts of compassion and decency
which take place on a daily basis, in all kinds
of ways.

People say, ‘‘How can I help?’’ Well, just
walk across the street and tell a shut-in you
love her, and what can you do to visit, to
make her day complete? Or how about men-
toring a child in a school and teaching that
child how to read? Maybe if you’re interested
in helping fight the war on terror, you should
become a mentor to a child whose mother
or dad may be in prison, so that child can
have somebody put their arm around them,
and say, ‘‘I love you. In America, it belongs
just as much to you, as it does to me.’’

Now, there’s all kinds of ways to join this
war against terror. And it starts by Americans
leading with their heart. There’s no doubt
in my mind we’ll make the right decisions
here at home. There is no doubt in my mind
that the United States will prevail in the war
of terror. And there’s no doubt in my mind
that out of the incredible evil that was done,
great goodness will come, and America will
be better off for it.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Ball Room at the Masonic Temple. In his remarks,
he referred to Director of Homeland Security
Tom Ridge, who introduced the President; Gov.
Mark Schweiker of Pennsylvania; Michael M.
Wagner, director, Biomedical Security Institute,
Mark A. Nordenberg, chancellor, and Arthur Le-
vine, dean, School of Medicine, University of
Pittsburgh; Andrew W. Moore, director, Bio-
medical Security Institute, and Jared L. Cohon,
president, Carnegie Mellon University; and
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
organization. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Remarks on Returning From
Pittsburgh and an Exchange With
Reporters

February 5, 2002

Stimulus Package

The President. I was just informed that
the Senate will not vote out a stimulus pack-
age. I’m very disappointed. There’s a lot of
workers who hurt, and they need help. Our
economy, while there’s some good news,
needs more stimulus. I still think we need
to pass a bill that will help workers and help
stimulate the economy. You know, we got a
good bill out of the House, and I believe that
we had a good chance to get a good bill out
of the Senate last fall; there was enough votes
to pass the bill. And I’m just disappointed.
I think—I think we need a good stimulus
package.

Q. [Inaudible]—for a regular breakfast
this week?

The President. No, no, we’re meeting
next week. But I mean, I don’t need to have
a meeting, a breakfast to express my dis-
appointment. I’m disappointed. I think peo-
ple need to—workers need help, and I think
we need to stimulate the economy with some
wise policy. And we’re working hard on this
issue. I talked about it—gosh, I remember
going to the Midwest to talk about it; I think
I talked about in the Midwest right after the
attacks. We’ve been working with both Re-
publicans and Democrats to try to forge a
good package. You know, I’m just sorry it
hasn’t happened. I hope they do reconsider
and pass a good bill.

Q. [Inaudible].
The President. I can’t hear you.
Q. Are you saying they’re not listening?
The President. You need to talk to them.

I’m just—what I’m saying is, I’m dis-
appointed we don’t have a package. Workers
need help, and we need to stimulate the
economy.

Thank you all.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Exchange With Reporters During
Tour of the Police Department
Command and Control Center in
New York City
February 6, 2002

Support for New York City
Q. Can you answer a quick—about the $20

billion?
The President. Yes, absolutely.
Q. When are we going to get it, and why

does there seem a reluctance——
The President. Oh, there’s no reluctance.

The $20 billion needs to come to New York.
And that’s $20 billion, by the way, not includ-
ing the Victims’ Compensation Fund. And
I look forward to working with the New York
delegation, the Governor, and the mayor to
make sure that the Liberty Zone and the Lib-
erty Bonds become reality. Now, that’s one
way for us to help New York rebuild herself,
and a vital part of our economy and economic
growth is to have a vibrant New York City.

And so the $20 billion is coming. A lot
of it has already come; there’s more to come.
And I look forward to working in a way to
get it done.

Q. Have you had any chance to talk to
Mitch Daniels and say, ‘‘Be a little nicer to
New York’’?

The President. No, Mitch understands
my pledge. He understands what I said—
when I said $20 billion, I meant $20 billion.
And I’m the kind of fellow who does what
I say I’m going to do. And I think it’s impor-
tant for the country to know that a vibrant
New York City is vital for our economy.
We’ve got to have a strong New York City.

It’s not only a part of our economic scene
at home, it’s important for New York to be
strong for international reasons, as well. And
so I look forward to working with the mayor
and the Governor to make sure we get this
done.

Stimulus Package
Q. Any thoughts on the stimulus?

The President. Yes. Let me—one ques-
tion on the stimulus. One answer on that is,
at the minimum they need to take care of
the workers, at the very minimum. But it’s
important for Congress to realize that our
economy has not yet fully recovered. And
therefore, I believe we still need to provide
stimulus for economic growth so that there’s
jobs. People need work. And everything Con-
gress ought to do is to take care of those
who’ve lost their jobs but also recognize that
people want more than an unemployment
check; they want a steady paycheck. And so
jobs ought to be what the people up there
in Washington are asking themselves: How
do we create jobs so people can find work?

Q. Why can’t they get it done?
The President. You’re asking the wrong

man. I’m in the executive branch of Govern-
ment.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:54 p.m. During
the exchange, the President referred to Gov.
George E. Pataki of New York and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York City. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks to Police Department
Command and Control Center
Personnel in New York City

February 6, 2002

Please be seated. Thank you all. It’s nice
to be back in New York City, and I am so
proud to stand here today with New York’s
finest and New York’s bravest. I have a mes-
sage for you from your fellow Americans: Po-
lice and firefighters of New York, you have
this Nation’s respect, and you’ll have this Na-
tion’s support.

The budget that Tom talked about in-
creases the Federal commitment to our Na-
tion’s first-responders by more than 1,000
percent. It is the right thing to do, and you
all are the right—to help us continue to fight
this war on terror.

I want to thank Tom Ridge for taking on
a job. He was a good Governor; he’s a very
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good Homeland Security Director. I know
he comes from Pennsylvania—[laughter]—
but I’m proud of the job he’s doing. He’s
helping to develop a national strategy that
starts with understanding that the best re-
sponders and the best response starts at the
local level. And the role of the Federal Gov-
ernment is to facilitate the job done at the
local level. And so, Governor, thank you so
much for taking on this big assignment.

I want to thank your Governor. You know,
it’s very important to have a steady hand, an
anchor in the wind, in a time of crisis. I think
that’s how you determine whether or not
somebody knows how to lead. And your Gov-
ernor showed your State and the country that
he is a leader. And I’m proud to call him
friend. I hope you’re proud to call him Gov-
ernor.

I appreciate your mayor. He’s come in
with a tough job, but he’s going to tackle
it with a lot of savvy. And New York made
the right decision when they picked Mayor
Bloomberg. He’s got a lot of financial back-
ground; he’s going to help New York City
guide itself. [Laughter] It’s important that
you picked somebody who understands num-
bers over a politician, because he’s going to
be able to help guide you through this tough
period. It’s important. I think you made a
good choice; I really do. And I’m proud to
work with him.

I want to thank Vito for being here, as well.
He’s a fine Member of the United States
Congress. Vito likes to bring his sister to
every event—[laughter]—five sisters. Only
one of them yelled. [Laughter]

And I want to thank—I want to thank
Commissioner Kelly. It’s good to see you
again, Commissioner. I’m proud of your
record, proud of your accomplishments.

Last week I reported to our Congress that
the state of our Union has never been strong-
er, that despite a war, a recession, despite
continuing danger, we are strong, really
strong, because our people are strong. And
there’s no stronger people than the men and
women who wear the uniform here in New
York. There’s no stronger people than those
who kind of set the new standard of courage
and honor.

There’s a new ethic in America—at least
I think one’s coming on—a new culture, a

culture to replace ‘‘If it feels good, do it’’
with one of responsibility, with one defined
by those brave words, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ But that’s
nothing new for the firefighters and the po-
licemen of New York. That’s been your ethic
for a long, long time. That ethic’s been
around here way before September the 11th,
and a lot of people are lucky the ethic was
around.

As you rebuild your ranks, every new re-
cruit walks in the path of heroes. And as a
result of some of the courageous action here,
not only is a new ethic evolving, but there’s
some fantastic examples for young recruits
to follow.

Peter Ganci—many of you knew him. He
was the highest ranking uniformed officer in
the New York Fire Department. His deputy,
Michael Regan, saw him for the last time on
the morning of September the 11th, after the
first building had collapsed and while the
second building was still burning. Michael
Regan recalled this: Peter directed every cit-
izen and every firefighter to go north to safe-
ty, and he went south, directly into danger.
Let’s roll.

Brian McDonnell. Or, maybe—maybe you
knew Brian well here. His wife called him
a cop’s cop. He was a former Army para-
trooper. He was known for always putting
his colleagues first. September the 11th, he
was last seen charging into the South Tower
to help his fellow citizens.

On the worst day this city has ever known,
we saw some of the finest people New York
has ever produced. We mourn every loss. We
remember every life. But they will not have
died in vain. I told our country and I told
the world that we don’t seek revenge; we
seek justice. And I want to assure you all,
those who have been touched by this terrible
tragedy, justice will be meted out.

I unleashed the mighty United States mili-
tary, and they have not let us down. In 5
short months, in a brief period of time, we
have completely routed the Taliban. I’ve said
loud and clear, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, if
you feed a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as
the terrorist,’’ and the Taliban found out
what we meant.

This is a patient nation. We are a deter-
mined nation. We’re a nation that will not
rest until we have brought justice not only
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on the Al Qaida killers and governments
which support and house them but on ter-
rorism everywhere. Now we must seize the
moment. History has called this Nation into
action; history has given us a chance to de-
fend freedom, to fight tyranny. And that’s ex-
actly what this country is going to do. We
defend freedom.

Not only do we owe it to those whose lives
were lost on September the 11th, but we owe
it to the living, as well. We owe it to our
children and our children’s children, to pro-
tect a way of life, to defend freedom, to de-
fend our values, to fight evil. And we will
not tire nor will we rest until justice is done.

Oh, some around the world may grow
weary. Some of them may grow exhausted
by our drive for freedom. But not me, not
our Government, and not our Nation.

I have submitted a budget that recognizes
that Afghanistan is only the first theater on
the war against terror. We significantly in-
crease the budget for national defense. After
all, it is our number one priority. It is the
largest increase since the Presidency of Ron-
ald Reagan, whose 91st birthday we celebrate
today. His budgets helped rebuild the mili-
tary power of the United States, and for that
our Nation should be grateful.

But what was true in his day is true today,
that whatever it costs to defend our security
and whatever it costs to defend our freedom,
we must pay it. I ask Congress to pass this
budget. Our men and women who wear the
uniform of the United States military deserve
the best training, the best equipment, an-
other pay raise, the best support of the
United States of America.

And for those of you who have a relative
who wear the uniform of the United States
military—the moms and dads, brothers and
sisters, sons and daughters—on behalf of a
grateful nation, I want to thank you very
much.

I’m fully aware of the task at hand. I know
that in order to defend America in the long
term, we’ve got to be successful overseas,
that the best homeland defense is to rout out
terror wherever it exists. I know that. And
I know some of them are going to try to hide
in caves, but there is no cave deep enough
for us. They’re going to try to run, but they
can’t run forever. They cannot run forever.

And in the meantime, until we achieve our
objective, no matter how long that takes, we
will secure our homeland.

I have a great honor of going into the Oval
Office as your President. Every morning that
I walk in there, I’m thrilled and honored.
I take the dog in with me, and she seems
to be thrilled and honored too. [Laughter]
I sit down at the fantastic desk—it’s a desk
that the Roosevelts used; it’s a desk John
Kennedy used; Reagan used; it’s a desk I’m
honored to use. And the first thing I do is,
I look at threats to the United States of
America.

They’re still out there. The enemy still
wants to get us. And I want to assure you
all we’re doing everything in our power to
prevent them from doing that, that my main
job and the main job of Ridge and the FBI
and Kelly and everybody else involved with
law enforcement is to protect the American
people, is to keep American families safe,
that we’re pouring all our energy into doing
our job, which is the security of the country.

We’ve changed the attitude of the FBI.
I mean, we’re interested in spies; we’re more
interested in Al Qaida killers. We’re going
to run down white-collar criminals, but our
focus is on finding any cell that may exist
in our country and getting them. We’re going
to run down every piece of evidence we find
and share it with State and local authorities.
We’re on the hunt. We’re on the hunt, and
we’re not going to rest. We’re just not going
to rest. The American people need to know
we’re doing everything in our power to
strengthen the security at home.

And we’re preparing for—we’re preparing
responses. Yesterday Tom and I went over
to Pittsburgh and talked about a bioterrorism
response as a part of our homeland security
package. We’re loading up with medicines.
We’re going to have the health services com-
municate better with each other. We’re
ready—we’re getting ready.

We’re doing a better job of securing our
border. We’re going to figure out who’s com-
ing into our country and who’s leaving our
country, to make sure that people—[ap-
plause]. Listen, we’re a great nation. We wel-
come people in. We just want to know why
you’re here. [Laughter] And if you’re not
supposed to be here more than a period of
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time, then maybe you ought to just go on
home. It’s important that we have good infor-
mation so we can secure the homeland. It’s
important that our airports be secure. And
so, we worked with Congress to get a bill
out to make air travel more safe. And it’s
important that we understand that in the first
minutes and hours after attack, that’s the
most hopeful time to save lives. And so that’s
why we’re focusing on the heroic efforts of
those first-time responders. That’s why we
want to spend money to make sure equip-
ment is there, strategies are there, commu-
nications are there, to make sure that you
have whatever it takes, prepared to respond.

But the interesting thing about making
sure our homeland is more secure is that,
as a result of focusing on first-responders,
neighborhoods will be more safe in the long
run. As a result of focusing on bioterrorism,
perhaps we’ll develop vaccines and medi-
cines and cures for other diseases. As a focus
on making sure our health systems talk bet-
ter, we’ll leave behind a better health care
system. As a way of making sure that our
borders are more secure, we’ll have a strong-
er Coast Guard. And so, the short run, we’re
focusing on attacks; the long run, the country
will be better off for the doubling of the
homeland security budget that I submitted
to the United States Congress.

And part of making sure we’re secure is
to make sure there’s economic security for
New Yorkers and for the country. Obviously,
I’m deeply concerned about the recession,
and I understand the shocks to our economy,
what 9/11 did. And I’m worried about the
fact that many New Yorkers aren’t working.
And we want them to work. And that’s why
I am committed to defeating not only terror-
ists but the recession.

These are—I want you to know something:
When I say I’m going to do something, I’m
going to do it. I told the people of New York
that we will work to provide at least $20 bil-
lion to help New York rebuild herself, and
that includes money apart from the Victims
Compensation Fund. And when I say 20, I
mean 20.

FEMA is on the spot. And we’re now
spending a lot of money here to help New
York and the emergency side of things. And
we need to restore the infrastructure. We

need to quickly rebuild the highways. And
you know what else we need? We need the
Liberty Zone in lower Manhattan. We need
to provide job incentive—incentive to create
jobs in the area that was affected by the at-
tack. Congress needs to put the Liberty
Zone, the Liberty Bonds in a stimulus pack-
age and get it to my desk so I can sign it
for the good of New York City.

It is important that New York City be vi-
brant and strong. It’s important when people
not only here at home but around the world
look at this fantastic city, they see economic
vitality and growth. I’m confident we can re-
cover together. It’s going to take Federal and
State effort. I’m here to tell you the Federal
help is coming.

You know, I don’t know what went through
the enemy’s mind when they attacked us. I
think they thought we were soft. I like to
needle them by saying they must have been
watching too much daytime TV. [Laughter]
They probably thought that, oh, we’ll attack,
and we’ll just kind of roll over, gnash our
teeth a little bit, wring our hands, mourn for
the dead, and forget. Boy, they really miscal-
culated.

See, they don’t understand America. They
don’t understand us. We’re understanding
more about ourselves as a result of what went
on. We understand heroism. We understand
now what it means to recite a prayer, tell
your wife, ‘‘I love you,’’ on the phone, and
drive a plane in the ground to save others’
lives. We’re beginning to understand more
about sacrifice, personal responsibility.

See, I believe out of this terrible evil can
come some great good. I believe there’s a
better understanding of the sacrifice the po-
licemen and firefighters make, and that’s
good for America. I believe there is a dif-
ferent culture evolving, one that says each
of us need to be responsible for the decisions
we make; each of us ought to love a neighbor
like we’d like to be loved ourself. There’s a
different culture evolving as moms and dads
now understand their most important job is
to love their children with all their heart and
all their soul.

People ask me all the time, ‘‘What can I
do to help fight terror, fight the evil ones?’’
Well, I believe since this is a struggle be-
tween evil and good, the best way to do it
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is to do some good in your neighborhood,
is to mentor a child who may be lost, is to
help a shut-in, is to walk across the street
to a neighbor in need and say, ‘‘What can
I do to help you?’’

Many of you are already doing that, by lov-
ing the widows and the children of those who
lost their life. It’s these thousands and mil-
lions of acts of kindness all across America
on a daily basis that define the character of
our Nation. The way you fight evil is with
millions of acts of good. It’s the cumulative
effect of the heart and soul of America that
stands tall against the evil ones. Not only will
we prevail militarily in the long run, but we
will have overcome evil by being a nation
that is more compassionate, more decent,
more loving to our fellow citizens.

I’m so proud of how America has re-
sponded. I’m proud of New York City and
the strength and character you have shown.
I loved it when our pilots found on some
of the munitions this simple sign, ‘‘I Love
New York.’’ America loves New York. We
love your strength. We love your resolve.
We’ve loved your courage in the face of in-
credible difficulty.

Keep on, and my God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Sheraton New York
Hotel and Towers. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. George E. Pataki of New York; Mayor
Michael Bloomberg and Police Commissioner
Raymond W. Kelly of New York City; and Maggie
McDonnell, widow of Officer Brian McDonnell.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for New
York Governor George E. Pataki in
New York City
February 6, 2002

The President. Thank you very much.
Gosh, thanks for the warm welcome. It’s
great to be back in New York City. It’s the
home of such courage and strength and re-
solve. It’s shown the world and the country
what it means to be a community that re-
fuses—refuses—to back down in the face of
evil and terror. I’m proud to be the President
of a country where we’ve got such a fabulous
city called New York City.

I want to thank the party chairman for his
hard work. I want to thank the Lieutenant
Governor for being here. She certainly
brightens up the stage. [Laughter] She’s
smarter than all of us, too. [Laughter]

I want to thank the mayor. I appreciate
the mayor taking on the awesome responsi-
bility of being the mayor of this huge city.
He could have easily have just continued to
run his successful business and said, ‘‘What
the heck, I’m not interested in serving.’’ But
he made a personal sacrifice for the good
of the people. And the city is going through
tough times, but you made the right decision
to have a man who knows how to lead to
be your mayor.

And I look forward to working with the
mayor. George is right; we’re going to work
hard to make sure that New York City gets
the help she needs. And it’s comforting to
me to be able to tell the spenders up in Con-
gress that when we send the money here,
it’s going to be well managed by Mayor
Bloomberg.

And I want to thank you all for coming
to support my good, close friend George
Pataki. He has done a—[applause]. If for no
other reason you ought to send him back,
it’s because, like me, he married well.
[Laughter] But he’s got a fabulous record.
He has been a breath of fresh air here in
New York State. He’s done in office what
he said he would do. He’s a plain speaker
and just goes out and does it.

Audience members. Like you! [Laughter]
The President. He’s one of these can-

didates who can actually run on his record
and be proud of it. [Laughter] Some of them
run away from their record. He’s running on
it. He’s running on a great record.

But there’s another reason to send him
back. As you know, we’re in tough times here
in America. As I said in my State of the
Union, we’re at war; we’re in recession; but
we’ve never been stronger. And one of the
reasons we’re strong is that this important
State has got a leader who, in the face of
danger, in the face of an emergency, stood
strong and steady and was reliable. In tough
times, what this State needs is somebody who
you can count on, somebody who won’t
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panic, somebody who won’t play politics with
the situation, somebody who knows how to
lead. And that somebody is Governor George
Pataki.

He’s got a good record. He’s proven that
he knows how to lead. And it also makes
sense for New York State to have a Governor
whose phone calls will be returned from the
White House. [Laughter]

We do have some tough times ahead of
us. But you’ve got to know, I’ve never been
more optimistic about the future than I am
right now. I’m optimistic because I know
what we need to do. And what we need to
do is to make a clear statement and a stand
for freedom—never relenting, never tiring,
and pursuing a grand and noble objective,
and that objective is to rid the world of terror.

The enemy, in attacking New York City,
made a terrible mistake. They must not un-
derstand what America’s character is like. I
like to say they must have been watching too
much daytime TV. [Laughter] They—they
miscalculated. They thought we were soft.
They thought we were so materialistic and
selfish that we couldn’t think beyond our-
selves, that we couldn’t think in terms of a
grand idea, that we wouldn’t cherish freedom
to the point where we would fight for it. And
that miscalculation has been most notable
with the Taliban Government in Afghanistan.

I unleashed the mighty United States mili-
tary on a clear objective. I said that not only
would we find the killers and bring them to
justice, but if you harbor a terrorist, if you
feed a terrorist, if you hide a terrorist, you’re
just as guilty as a terrorist.

There’s been some proud moments for this
country, nothing more proud for me than to
see our military liberate a people—liberate
women and children from the clutches of one
of the most barbaric regimes in the history
of mankind. Not only are we fighting for jus-
tice, we’re liberators. We free people so they
can realize their potential. This great country
is not only tough and resolved, but we stand
on principle. And freedom is our principle.
We love freedom at the core. And we will
not relent—we won’t relent in our quest to
not only make the world more free but to
make the world more peaceful.

I want you to know I’m a patient man.
I don’t feel any great anxiety toward achiev-

ing objectives on the moment. And therefore,
those who think they can hide can’t hide long
enough. Those who think they can run can’t
run far enough. We are deliberate. We are
patient. But make no mistake about it, we
will deliver justice.

The country is united, and for that I am
really grateful. I appreciate the support of
members of both political parties in Wash-
ington, DC, for this most important cause,
this most important campaign. History has
called us into action, and we’ll respond. It’s
our chance to leave a better world.

And so I want to tell you that the first the-
ater on the war against terror is going well.
But there will be other theaters. So long as
the enemy wants to harm us, so long as peo-
ple believe they can get away with terror,
this Nation will lead our vast coalition with
firm resolve, dedicated to a peaceful world.

The other day I spoke very clearly about
some choices countries get to make. I talked
about an axis of evil because I firmly believe
that nations need to be put on notice that
this Nation will not allow our citizens to be-
come threatened, not only by terrorist acts
but by nations which develop weapons of
mass destruction which could easily or even-
tually be used against us. We will not be in-
timidated. I will not allow nations to hold
us hostage or our friends and allies hostage.
Terror is our mission—[applause].

And so, my fellow citizens, I appreciate
our Nation’s resolve and understanding and
adherence to some important principle. I also
want you to know that every morning I walk
into the Oval Office and sit at this magnifi-
cent desk that had been used by the Roo-
sevelts and by President Reagan—by the
way, today is his 91st birthday—and other
leaders and sit down there at the desk and
read a threat assessment. It’s a summary of
the intent of the enemy. And you’ve got to
know that there are still ambitions against
us. But I also want to assure you, our great
land is doing everything we possibly can to
protect our American citizens.

We’re on alert. The law enforcement agen-
cy at the Federal level, the FBI, is now fo-
cused on prevention. We’re running down
every lead; we’re seeking every opportunity
to disrupt potential cells in America; we’re
working overtime. I’m proud of the way our
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law enforcement officials have responded.
You need to know that we are doing—my
most important job and the most important
job of your Government is to protect the
American people, and we will do so with all
our vigor and all our might.

As I said in my State of the Union, I stand
in awe of the American people and in awe
of the citizens of New York City. This great
city refused, absolutely refused, to be intimi-
dated. This city, it stood in defiance of evil.
And America watched, and America was im-
pressed, and so was your President. I’ve been
impressed—[applause].

I’m asked all the time by people, ‘‘What
can I do to help?’’ You see, as you probably
can tell, I don’t see many shades of gray in
this world. Either you’re with us, or you’re
against us. Either you support evil, or you
support good. This great Nation stands on
the side of good. And for those who want
to help, you can do so by acts of kindness.
You can do so by showing compassion to your
neighbor.

And it doesn’t require much. Walking
across the street to a shut-in to say, ‘‘I care
for you; I hope you’re okay,’’ is an act of kind-
ness that will stand in the face of evil. Men-
toring a child who can’t read is an act of kind-
ness which stands in the face of evil. Saying
to a child whose parent is in prison, ‘‘America
belongs to you just as much as it does to
me,’’ is an act of kindness in the face of evil.
The gathering momentum of a million acts
of kindness and compassion is how America
can stand strong in the face of evil. And make
no mistake about it, that is how America is
responding.

I believe out of this great evil will come
great good. I believe the world will be more
peaceful when we accomplish our mission.
And I know our country is beginning to make
different kinds of choices. The old culture
said, if it feels good, just go ahead and do
it. Now we’ve learned a new ethic, and it
had to do with Flight 93. When people on
that airplane said a prayer, told their wives
they loved them, and drove the plane in the
ground to save others’ lives, we’re beginning
to get a sense of sacrifice.

We saw it here in New York City, where
firefighters and policemen rushed into build-
ings to save others. This Nation is in the proc-

ess, I believe, of ushering in a period where
we said, each of us are responsible for the
decisions we make in life. We’re responsible
for loving a neighbor like we’d like to be
loved ourselves. We’re responsible for loving
our children. We’re responsible for the com-
munities in which we live.

No, they hit us, and they’re going to pay
a terrible price. But as a result, our Nation
will be stronger and more compassionate and
more decent. It will hold more promise for
people who are lucky enough to call them-
selves Americans.

I love being the President of a nation
whose strength is not its Government, whose
strength is the American people. I’m proud
to be here.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:40 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Sheraton New York
Hotel and Towers. In his remarks, he referred
to Sandy Treadwell, chairman, New York Repub-
lican State Committee; Lt. Gov. Mary O.
Donohue of New York; and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York City.

Executive Order 13255—
Amendment to Executive Order
13227, President’s Commission on
Excellence in Special Education
February 6, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
extend the reporting date of the President’s
Commission on Excellence in Special Edu-
cation, it is hereby ordered that Executive
Order 13227 of October 2, 2001, is amended
by deleting ‘‘April 30, 2002’’ in section 3(b)
of that order and inserting in lieu thereof
‘‘July 1, 2002’’.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 6, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:44 a.m., February 7, 2002]
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NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on February 7, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Feb-
ruary 8.

Remarks at the National
Prayer Breakfast
February 7, 2002

Thank you very much, John. Laura and I
are really honored to join you this morning
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast. And Admiral Clark,
whatever prayer you used for eloquence,
worked. [Laughter] I appreciate your mes-
sage, and I appreciate your service to our
great country.

I want to thank Jon Kyl and Judge Sentelle
for their words, and CeCe for your music.
I appreciate getting the chance to meet Joe
Finley, New York City firefighter. He’s a liv-
ing example of what sacrifice and courage
means. Thank you for coming, Joe.

I want to thank Congressman Bart Stupak.
I really appreciate the fact that my National
Security Adviser, Condoleezza Rice, is here
to offer prayer. I appreciate the members of
my Cabinet who are here. I want to say hello
to the Members of Congress.

I’m particularly grateful to Lisa Beamer
for her reading and for her example. I appre-
ciate her example of faith made stronger in
trial. In the worst moments of her life, Lisa
has been a model of grace, her own and the
grace of God. And all America welcomes into
the world Todd and Lisa’s new daughter,
Morgan Kay Beamer.

Since we met last year, millions of Ameri-
cans have been led to prayer. They have
prayed for comfort in time of grief, for un-
derstanding in a time of anger, for protection
in a time of uncertainty. Many, including me,
have been on bended knee. The prayers of
this Nation are a part of the good that has
come from the evil of September the 11th,
more good than we could ever have pre-
dicted. Tragedy has brought forth the cour-
age and the generosity of our people.

None of us would ever wish on anyone
what happened on that day. Yet, as with each
life, sorrows we would not choose can bring
wisdom and strength gained in no other way.
This insight is central to many faiths and cer-

tainly to the faith that finds hope and comfort
in a cross.

Every religion is welcomed in our country;
all are practiced here. Many of our good citi-
zens profess no religion at all. Our country
has never had an official faith. Yet we have
all been witnesses these past 21 weeks to the
power of faith to see us through the hurt
and loss that has come to our country.

Faith gives the assurance that our lives and
our history have a moral design. As individ-
uals, we know that suffering is temporary,
and hope is eternal. As a nation, we know
that the ruthless will not inherit the Earth.
Faith teaches humility and, with it, tolerance.
Once we have recognized God’s image in
ourselves, we must recognize it in every
human being.

Respect for the dignity of others can be
found outside of religion, just as intolerance
is sometimes found within it. Yet for millions
of Americans, the practice of tolerance is a
command of faith. When our country was at-
tacked, Americans did not respond with big-
otry. People from other countries and cul-
tures have been treated with respect, and this
is one victory in the war against terror.

At the same time, faith shows us the reality
of good and the reality of evil. Some acts
and choices in this world have eternal con-
sequences. It is always and everywhere
wrong to target and kill the innocent. It is
always and everywhere wrong to be cruel and
hateful, to enslave and oppress. It is always
and everywhere right to be kind and just,
to protect the lives of others, and to lay down
your life for a friend.

The men and women who charged into
burning buildings to save others, those who
fought the hijackers were not confused about
the difference between right and wrong.
They knew the difference. They knew their
duty. And we know their sacrifice was not
in vain.

Faith shows us the way to self-giving, to
love our neighbor as we would want to be
loved ourselves. In service to others, we find
deep human fulfillment. And as acts of serv-
ice are multiplied, our Nation becomes a
more welcoming place for the weak and a
better place for those who suffer and grieve.

For half a century now, the National Pray-
er Breakfast has been a symbol of the vital
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place of faith in the life of our Nation. You’ve
reminded generations of leaders of a purpose
and a power greater than their own. In times
of calm and in times of crisis, you’ve called
us to prayer.

In this time of testing for our Nation, my
family and I have been blessed by the prayers
of countless of Americans. We have felt their
sustaining power, and we’re incredibly grate-
ful. Tremendous challenges await this Na-
tion, and there will be hardships ahead. Faith
will not make our path easy, but it will give
us strength for the journey.

The promise of faith is not the absence
of suffering; it is the presence of grace. And
at every step we are secure in knowing that
suffering produces perseverance, and perse-
verance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not dis-
appoint.

May God bless you, and may God continue
to bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 a.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Senator John
Edwards of North Carolina; Senator Jon Kyl of
Arizona; Judge David Bryan Sentelle, U.S. Court
of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit; enter-
tainer CeCe Winans; Lisa Beamer, wife of Todd
Beamer, who died in the crash of United Airlines
Flight 93 on September 11, and their daughter
Morgan Kay Beamer.

Remarks During a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
February 7, 2002

Faith-Based Initiative
President Bush. I want to welcome Sen-

ator Lieberman and Senator Santorum and
the delegation of U.S. Senators from both
parties here at the Oval Office, to herald a
great accomplishment, which is an agree-
ment to move a Faith-Based Initiative out
of the United States Senate.

All of us in this room share a priority and
insist that people who don’t have hope can
find hope; people who wonder about the
American Dream will realize the American
experience is meant for them. One way to
ensure that is to unleash these fantastic ar-

mies of compassion which exist all across the
country.

And Government ought to stand on their
side. We’re in complete agreement that Gov-
ernment should not discriminate against
faith-based programs, but it should encour-
age them to flourish. And so I welcome so
very much the Senators here to get this really
important piece of legislation through.

This legislation will not only provide a way
for Government to encourage faith-based
programs to exist without breaching the sepa-
ration of church and state; it will also encour-
age charitable giving, as well. And we have
an opportunity to capture the compassion of
the country, focus it in the right direction.
And because of the Senators here, we’re tak-
ing a big step in that direction.

So Senator Lieberman, the lead sponsor,
thank you for being here, appreciate you
coming.

Senator Joseph I. Lieberman. Thank
you, Mr. President. Thanks for your leader-
ship on this, and thanks to Senator Santorum
and all our colleagues and our staffs that
worked very hard on this. I have always be-
lieved that faith, right from the beginning of
this country, was one of the great unifiers
of the American people. And faith has been
strong enough to unify all of us as we went
forward to find a constitutionally appropriate
way to have a Faith-Based Initiative, to help
people who want to do good works and
whose desire to do good works is motivated
by their faith.

This proposal really will matter to people.
It creates some very important tax incentives
for greater charitable giving, including saying
to nonitemizers—and Mr. Secretary, you cor-
rect me, but I think something like 75 per-
cent of taxpayers do not itemize.

Secretary Paul H. O’Neill. That’s right.
Senator Lieberman. And it will give indi-

viduals an additional $400 deduction for
charitable giving and couples an additional
$800. That’s a lot stronger, with all respect,
than the comparable House bill. And I think
it really will motivate more charitable giving.
There are other tax incentives, as well.

We also have an agreement to increase
funding for a group of social service pro-
grams, including, particularly, the Social
Service Block Grant Program, which is very
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important to our States and very important
to a lot of nonprofit organizations, including
faith-based organizations that now use it to
do good works. We have also here—and I
mention that this is constitutionally appro-
priate—but we have responded here in this
proposal to the evidence presented by your
Faith-Based Office, John DiIulio, last sum-
mer, I believe, and the study that showed
that there was some sense of not fairplay to-
tally toward faith-based groups as they ap-
plied for Government funding.

And this says that if you qualify otherwise,
you can’t be discriminated against in applying
for a grant to do social service work if you
have a cross on the wall or a mezuzah on
the door or if you praise God in your mission
statement. And that’s the way it ought to be.
So this is a real step forward.

I remember when we stood together last
year over in Anacostia on the day you an-
nounced your desire to have this Faith-Based
Initiative, I was proud to support you. And
I said then, because we were talking in gen-
eral terms, that the devil—if I may use that
term advisedly—[laughter]—would be in the
details. The details along the way, Congress
being what it is, turned out to be quite dev-
ilish. But in the end here today, I think we’ve
put the good Lord right into the details.

President Bush. Yes, thank you.
Senator Lieberman. And I’m proud to be

part of it. I thank you.
President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank

you all. See you a little later on.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel
and an Exchange With Reporters
February 7, 2002

President Bush. I’m going to make a
statement; the Prime Minister will make a
statement. We both have agreed we’ll answer
two questions from both sides. I’ll call on
somebody; the Prime Minister’s press aide
will call on somebody; and that’s the way
we’re going to do it.

So it’s my honor to welcome a good friend,
the Prime Minister of Israel, back to the Oval
Office. Mr. Prime Minister, I’m so glad
you’re here. Welcome back.

We just had an extensive discussion, first
about our mutual desire to rid the world of
terror. I assured him that our Nation is just
beginning in a great objective, which is to
eliminate those terrorist organizations of
global reach. And by doing so, I firmly be-
lieve that the world will be a more peaceful
place. My most important objective is to pro-
tect our homeland. The best way to do so
is to rout terrorist organizations where they
try to hide and bring them to justice.

Secondly, I assured the Prime Minister
that we will continue to keep pressure on
Mr. Arafat to convince him that he must take
serious, concrete, real steps to reduce ter-
rorist activity in the Middle East.

We had an interesting discussion about
how we can help the Palestinian—those who
aren’t involved with terror. I’m deeply con-
cerned about the plight of the average Pales-
tinian, the moms and dads who are trying
to raise their children, to educate their chil-
dren. My government is—I’ve got $300 mil-
lion in the budget to go through NGOs to
help Palestinians be able to realize a better
life.

And finally, we had a good discussion
about how best to work together to get the
Mitchell process started, to get into Tenet
and then in Mitchell. In other words, that
we had wide-ranging discussions not only
about international terror but security, about
economic development for the Palestinians,
as well as for the desire to achieve—to get
into Mitchell so that there can be some long-
lasting peace in the region.

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, I appreciate
the candid discussion. I appreciate your
friendship, and I want to welcome you back.

Prime Minister Sharon. Thank you, Mr.
President. I was very glad to be again at the
White House. We had discussions about stra-
tegic issues in the region. We talked about
the need to fight terror and not to get into
compromise with terror—one cannot get into
compromise with terror. At the same time,
we discussed steps that should be taken in
order to improve the life conditions of those
Palestinians that are not involved in terror.
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That’s my intention. It was always my inten-
tion. And of course, we’ll try and see what
can be done.

And altogether, I think that we can look
forward with optimism, though it’s not going
to be a short struggle against terror. It’s a
long struggle. But I’m sure that we will win,
as I have a real admiration, Mr. President,
for the steps that you have been taking
against terror in order to defend our values.

Q. Mr. President——
President Bush. Hold on a second. And

I’m going to do the calling on who gets the
question. He’s not through yet.

Are you through?
Prime Minister Sharon. Is there any

questions?
President Bush. Yes, there’s going to be.

[Laughter]
Barry Schweid [Associated Press]. [Laugh-

ter] I’m the control guy. [Laughter]
Q. I’m new at this.
President Bush. Welcome. [Laughter]

You don’t look that new to me, Barry. But
anyway, please.

Q. I did your dad.
President Bush. That’s right.

Situation in the Middle East
Q. At this point, sir, is there a point for

the U.S. to talk to Mr. Arafat? Is there a
point for Israel to talk to Arafat?

President Bush. Well, Mr. Arafat has
heard from us. I can’t be any more clear in
my position, and that is that he must do ev-
erything in his power to fight terror.

Obviously, we were at first surprised and
then extremely disappointed when the
Karine A showed up loaded with weapons,
weapons that could have only been intended
for one thing, which was to terrorize. And
I made our Government’s position about as
clear as I could. I couldn’t say it any more
plainly, and I haven’t changed my position.

And as to what the Prime Minister’s posi-
tion is, he can answer that.

Prime Minister Sharon. I personally, my-
self and my government, regard Arafat as an
obstacle to peace. Arafat has chosen a strat-
egy of terror and formed a coalition of terror.
Therefore, we believe that pressure should
be put on Arafat in order, maybe, I hope,

to have an authoritative leadership in the fu-
ture.

Q. Mr. President, the Israeli Defense Min-
ister said today that Ms. Condoleezza Rice
and also your Vice President Cheney said
that they don’t trust Arafat, they don’t believe
any words coming out of his mouth, and
there’s no point keeping talking to him. Do
you think, as those officials, that there is a
point to keep talking to him, to be in contact
with him? Or do you think it is time to
change the phase in the pressure on Arafat?

President Bush. Mr. Arafat has heard my
message. I can’t be any more clear about it,
that he must do everything in his power to
reduce terrorist attacks on Israel. And that—
at one point in time he was indicating to us
that he was going to do so, and then all of
a sudden a ship loaded with explosives show
up that most of the world believes he was
involved with.

And I think it’s very important that people
realize that this great Nation wants us to get
into Mitchell as quickly as possible, but we
fully understand that it’s difficult to have
peace during terrorist times, and that our
campaign against global terror should help
the region.

And I am absolutely committed to fighting
terror wherever terror exists. And I would
hope other leaders do so. And Mr. Arafat
has a chance to do so, and my hope is, is
that he responds in a positive way.

At the same time, I am deeply concerned
about the plight of the average Palestinian.
I worry about stories and pictures I see of
people going hungry and children not being
educated and deep concerns etched on the
faces of moms and dads who happen to be
Palestinian. And my government—we’ve dis-
cussed this openly with the Prime Minister,
and as I said, we budgeted money to go
through nongovernmental organizations to
help. And I think the world understands that
there’s a lot of folks over there who suffer
because of the terrorist activities of a few.

Vice President’s Upcoming Visit to the
Middle East

Q. Mr. President, did Iran and Iraq figure
in your conversations today with the Prime
Minister? And why are you sending Vice
President Cheney to the region next month,
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and particularly the four countries that di-
rectly border on Iraq?

President Bush. I’m sending the Vice
President because, one, he is a key player
in our administration, and I want to get feed-
back from the world, from the world leaders.
I want them to see firsthand, as well, our
strong intent to fight terror.

There’s nothing like looking somebody in
the eye and letting them know that when we
say we’re going to fight terror, we mean it.
And there’s nothing like people getting a
sense of the determination of this Govern-
ment. There’s a lot of folks who might have
predicted that over time we would grow
weary, and we’d get tired, and we’d kind of
get faint of heart. The Vice President can
deliver the message to many important world
leaders that our Government is absolutely
committed to fighting terror, and we expect
people to join us in doing so.

As I said, either you’re with or you’re
against us. And we fully understand that in
order to be effective in our fight against ter-
ror, that we need others to join us. And so
the Vice President, I think, is going to be
very effective at convincing—at convincing
our friends we mean business. And we would
hope that they would do everything in their
power to shut off money, to deny haven, and
to join this grand coalition dedicated to one
thing, freedom and peace.

As to whether or not we discussed other
countries in the region: You bet. We dis-
cussed a lot of countries in the region, and
we’ve had a very frank and open discussion.

Palestinian State
Q. President Bush, the Government of

Israel decided not to let Chairman Arafat
move—[inaudible]. Do you think this deci-
sion serves the goal of stability in the Middle
East?

And one question for you, Prime Minister
Sharon. You said a couple of months ago that
you want to give the Palestinians a Pales-
tinian state, for the first time. Do you still
support the same——

President Bush. Do you want to go first?
Prime Minister Sharon. Yes. I believe

that the end of the process first should be
the perfect right to be a full cessation of ter-
ror and violence and incitement. And then

several steps will be taken by the Palestin-
ians, like arresting—serious arrest of the ter-
rorists, dismantling terrorist organizations
and their infrastructure, collecting their
weapons that should be handed to American
representatives and destroyed out of the
area. Once they would take serious preven-
tive steps and stop completely incitement,
then we’ll start negotiations.

I believe that one day we’ll be reaching
a peace. Israel is committed to peace. And
at the end of the process, I believe that the
Palestinian state, of course, will be—we’ll see
a Palestinian state, but only at the end. And
the final steps that should be taken in order
to start negotiations—they cannot be done
under terror. We are—my role and my gov-
ernment’s role is to defend our citizens
against acts of terror.

President Bush. We, too, of course, sup-
port a Palestinian state, one that’s been nego-
tiated by the parties, one that recognizes that
Israel has got a right to exist. And Israel will
be supportive of their right to self-govern.
I think that’s an ultimate aim that we all have
got to work hard to get to. The problem is,
there are some that don’t want to get there
and, therefore, terrorize.

My position on Mr. Arafat is clear as of
today. I can’t be any more clear about what
I think he ought to do. And I’m confident
if he were to make these strong steps toward
reducing terror, it would help the world—
it would help tell the world that he is fully
dedicated toward achieving the objectives
that we both described.

And it’s going to be hard to have a peace
process if—so long as there’s terrorist activ-
ity. But we believe strongly that Chairman
Arafat needs to put a 100 percent effort to
achieve a peaceful—some peace, so that we
can then get to a political process. And that’s
very important for us.

Listen, thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. The President also referred to
the Mitchell report, the Report of the Sharm el-
Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, issued April 30,
2001, and the Tenet plan, the Israeli-Palestinian
ceasefire and security plan of June 13, 2001, nego-
tiated by Director of Central Intelligence George
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J. Tenet. A reporter referred to Minister of De-
fense Binyamin Ben Eliezer of Israel. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks to the Cattle Industry
Annual Convention and Trade Show
in Denver, Colorado

February 8, 2002

Thank you all very much. It’s great to be
here. Thank you very much. Well, thank you
very much. I’m really honored to be here.
I really appreciate my new hat. [Laughter]
I’m looking forward to wearing it in
Crawford. I don’t get to spend enough time
there, but when I do, I really enjoy being
around the cows. [Laughter] I find it such
a relaxing place, a place to stay in touch with
what’s important in life. And Laura and I love
what we do. We love our new address.
[Laughter] But I can assure you, when it’s
all over, we’re going back to the ranch.

I want to thank my friend Lynn, for invit-
ing me here. And thank you all for such a
warm greeting and giving us a chance to
come. I’m here to share with you some
thoughts about our Nation, how to improve
our economy and the strength of our char-
acter.

You know, I gave a State of the Union the
other day, and I reminded the Nation we’re
at war. We’ve got tough economic times.
We’re in a recession, but our Nation has
never been stronger. And someone who has
shown incredible strength and calm during
a time of national crisis has been my wife,
Laura. A lot of it has to do with the fact that
she had a great mom and a wonderful dad.
I think a lot of it has to do with the fact
that she was born and raised in the West.
People around the country are now figuring
out why I married her. A lot of them are
trying to figure out why she married me.
[Laughter]

I appreciate so very much traveling today
with our Secretary of Agriculture, Ann
Veneman. Ann’s doing a really good job for
the country. You know, one of the things that
concerned me a lot is to make sure that hoof
and mouth never made it into our land. I
talked to Ann a lot about it. I said, ‘‘Whatever

you do, you make sure we stop it.’’ And she
did, along with a lot of other good folks who
work for the Agriculture Department. I’m
proud of her efforts. I’m proud of her gen-
uine concern about the farmers and ranchers
of the country, and I appreciate her strong
leadership.

I’m proud to be traveling with Members
of the United States Congress who under-
stand the importance of agriculture in the
life of our country. One such man is a guy
from west Texas. In 1978, I ran for the very
seat he holds. I lost. He won. [Laughter] He’s
the chairman of the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, a really good friend and a good man
out of Lubbock, Texas, Larry Combest.

And we brought some other Members
along: from the great State of Kansas, Sen-
ator Pat Roberts; Craig Thomas of Wyoming.
I’m spending the night in his State tonight,
in Jackson Hole. They tell me it’s quite a
spectacular place to look at. He said, ‘‘Don’t
worry, Mr. President. The high is going to
be about 9.’’ [Laughter] But I’m really look-
ing forward to it. [Laughter]

I appreciate so very much, as well, fine
Senators from the State of Colorado, Wayne
Allard—I hope Wayne comes back up there;
he’s needed in Washington, DC—and Ben
Nighthorse Campbell.

I’ve spent a lot of time with this other Sen-
ator, roaming around Iowa. It seemed like
everywhere he went, he said, ‘‘You know, old
Joe owns this 160 acres, and he farms soy-
beans.’’ And then we’d go down the road a
little bit, and he’d say, ‘‘That’s where Harry
lives; he farms corn.’’ This guy knows more
about agriculture in the State of Iowa and
more about Iowa than it could possibly be
imagined. He’s a fine, fine leader. He’s the
head of the Finance Committee at one
time—I’d like to get him back to be the head
of the Finance Committee—and that’s
Chuck Grassley.

This State has got an excellent Governor.
I’m proud to call Bill Owens friend. He
knows what he’s doing. I think the people
of Colorado appreciate his leadership—Gov-
ernor Bill Owens. We’ve got another Mem-
ber from the United States Congress with
us from the State of Colorado, Tom
Tancredo. Thank you for coming, Tom.
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And finally, on the way to Wyoming, we’re
going to stop in Utah. [Laughter] I’m really
looking forward to opening the Olympics. It’s
going to be a magnificent moment for Utah
and our great country. And traveling with us
today are the two United States Senators
from Utah, Senator Bob Bennett and Senator
Orrin Hatch. Thank you all for coming.

I appreciate being with people who love
the land and appreciate open space. I realize
there’s nobody more central to the American
experience than the cowboy. But cattle rais-
ing is not only a big part of America’s past;
I view it as an incredibly important part of
America’s future. This Nation has got to eat.
[Laughter] It’s in our national security inter-
ests that we be able to feed ourselves. Thank
goodness we don’t have to rely on somebody
else’s meat to make sure our people are
healthy and well fed.

I appreciate so very much the fact that the
cattleman usually doesn’t spend a lot of time
asking something from the Federal Govern-
ment, except for perhaps lower taxes. But
one message that all of us on this stage heard
loud and clear was this: ‘‘Let us pass our as-
sets on from one generation to the next. Let
us make sure my son and daughter is able
to ranch the land that has been in my family
for a long time.’’

I’m proud to report that finally—finally
enough Members of Congress, including the
chairman of the Finance Committee, under-
stood the punitive nature of the death tax,
and we’ve sent it on its way to extinction.
But to make sure we finally put it where it
belongs, to put the death tax to death, we
need your help in making sure the Senate
and the House hears that the tax relief we
passed last winter must be permanent.

One thing I appreciate about cattlemen
and the cattlewomen, the families that ranch
our land, is the values, the values represented
right here in this great hall, the values of hard
work, of faith and family, the values reflected
in the determined attitude of American
cattlemen, values that frankly represent a
part of the American spirit, values that are
incredibly important for our Nation to up-
hold during a time of national testing.

And make no mistake about it, this Nation
is being tested. You know, when the enemy
hit us on September the 11th, they must have

not figured out what we were all about. See,
they thought we weren’t determined. They
thought we were soft. They obviously had
never been to a national cattlemen’s conven-
tion before.

Now what they’re finding out is this great
land is determined and patient and steadfast
and strong to defend freedom. We’ve been
called into action. History has called this
Government and our Nation to action to de-
fend freedom. And make no mistake about
it, that’s exactly what I intend to do.

I intend to find the killers, wherever they
may hide, and run them down and bring
them to justice. They think there’s a cave
deep enough. They’re wrong. They think
they’re going to run out of patience. They
are wrong. Those who hurt America and
those who continue to want to harm America
will not be able to escape the long reach of
American justice.

I’m sure there’s many out in the audience
today who have got a relative who serves in
the United States military. I want to tell you
how grateful we are for the sacrifice and the
honor the military has brought to the United
States. I sent them on a tough mission, and
my, have they made us proud. We haven’t
been at this very long, but we’ve accom-
plished a lot in a short period of time.

As you remember, I laid out a doctrine
for our foreign policy that said, ‘‘If you harbor
a terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you hide
a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the terror-
ists.’’ And the Taliban found out what that
meant. Our military not only upheld the doc-
trine, but in so doing, I’m proud to report,
we liberated a people. We have freed women
and children from the clutches of one of the
most barbaric regimes in the history of man-
kind. I’m so proud of the United States mili-
tary.

And we’re just beginning. Afghanistan is
the first theater in the war against terror. This
Nation cannot afford and must not rest until
we have done everything in our power to rally
our coalition and rid the world of terror.

That not only means those who are associ-
ated with the terrorist networks of global
reach; it also means nations which develop
weapons of mass destruction aimed at de-
stroying America and attacking our friends
and our allies; nations that have had, as a
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result of their past, have shown us clearly
that they hate freedom, they hate trans-
parency, they hate rule of law; nations which,
if they were able to couple their mad designs
with global terrorism, would threaten our
children and our children’s children’s future.
I will not let it stand, and neither will the
United States of America.

And so I sent a budget to the United States
Congress. I’m proud to report all of them
on the stage are with me on this one. It’s
a budget that increases our monies for secu-
rity, significantly increases defense spending.
Those who wear our uniform deserve the
best, the best training, the best equipment,
another pay raise. The price of freedom is
high. The price of security is high, but this
Nation will pay it.

I want you to know it’s a huge honor to
walk in the Oval Office and sit at a great
desk in magnificent surroundings. But now
my job has changed after 9/11. Every morn-
ing, I walk in and read threat assessments
to the United States of America. The enemy
would still like to hit us, but you need to
know that we’re doing everything in our
power to prevent it.

I’m proud to report that the FBI is well
managed by a man named Robert Mueller
and a great team. We’re still interested in
spies. We’re still after white-collar crime. But
the primary focus of over 4,000 FBI agents
is my primary obligation, which is to protect
the American people, protect American fami-
lies from another enemy attack. We’re run-
ning down every lead. We’re following every
hint. We’re chasing down every opportunity
to make the country safe.

I also want you to know that the Nation
is developing a homeland security strategy.
That’s important. It’s important not only for
the short term, but it’s important because
after we implement the strategy, America
will be better off for the long term. For ex-
ample, preparing against a bioterrorist attack,
we’re spending a lot of money to make sure
the Nation’s health care system can commu-
nicate better, public health works better, that
there’s medicines available if there were to
be an attack. Much of the research and devel-
opment that’s going on to make America bet-
ter secure against bioterrorism could con-

ceivably lead to cures for diseases that have
plagued us for a long period of time.

We’ve got money in our budget to make
sure our first-responders, the heroic police-
men and firemen all around the country,
have got better equipment and can better
communicate. As a result of hardening the
homeland against bioterrorist attack with
first-time responders, our neighborhoods will
be ultimately safer for crime.

We’re making sure our borders are more
secure. We want to know who’s coming in,
and we want to know who’s going out. We
want to make sure that we do everything we
can to be a hospitable nation. On the other
hand, we want to make sure if people have
overstayed their welcome, that they’re wel-
come to leave. [Laughter]

And we’re worried—and I talked a lot
today to Senator Roberts about this subject,
and to Ann Veneman—we’re concerned
about making sure our food supply is safe.
We’re investing in training and technology
at the Department of Agriculture to detect
biological and chemical weapons and agents.
We’re going to have an even swifter response
to food contamination. We’ve tripled the
amount of money in the budget to prepare
America against the very worst.

But you need to know, we’re doing every-
thing in our power. We’re on alert. We’re
wise. We’re learning more about the enemy.
We’re looking. But the way to make sure
America is secure in the long run is to find
them, hunt them down, and get them. And
that’s exactly what we’re going to do.

We’re going to make sure we do every-
thing in our power to win the war on ter-
rorism. And we’re going to defeat the reces-
sion, too. I’m deeply concerned about those
who lost their jobs as a result of September
the 11th. There’s a lot of people hurting in
the country, and our Government must re-
spond.

I appreciate the fact that the Senate passed
a bill to extend the unemployment benefits
for those who have lost their work, and the
House has already done so. It makes a lot
of sense for the Government to respond in
that kind of way. But the people in America
who have lost their jobs, they don’t want an
unemployment check for the long run; they
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want a paycheck. And the best think Con-
gress needs to do is ask this question: How
do we create more jobs? How do we invig-
orate the private sector to create more jobs
so people can find work?

I know some of them over there—up there
decided that the stimulus package is dead.
The leadership in the Senate said, ‘‘No, we
can’t get anything done.’’ I respectfully dis-
agree. It seems like to me that we ought to
focus on what’s best for the country, work
together, and get a package which provides
stimulus for job creation. We want to take
care of the people who lost their work. We
also want to invigorate the job-creating
mechanisms of the United States of America
so that people have jobs so they can put food
on the table. We can’t let politics dominate
Washington, DC. We need to set aside our
parties and focus on what’s right for the
country.

And part of making sure we’ve got a
healthy economic outlook is to have a healthy
agricultural sector. Our farm economy, our
ranchers and farmers provide an incredible
part of the Nation’s economic vitality. I
mean, if you’re not vital, the Nation’s econ-
omy will suffer. A lot of Americans have got
to understand this, that food and fiber ac-
counted for nearly $1.3 trillion of gross do-
mestic product in the year 2000; $1.3 trillion
of our economy came from farmers and
ranchers and all the people associated with
helping people raise crop and raise beef. And
so we’ve got to make sure that our farm econ-
omy is strong.

The farm economy employs nearly 24 mil-
lion people. That’s a lot. And therefore, when
we work on the farm bill in Washington, we
must understand that we’ve got to have a
good bill that not only enhances our Nation’s
security by making sure we’ve got ample food
but that we—by having good farm policy,
good agriculture policy, we can help create
jobs all across America.

And so I want to talk to you quickly about
the farm bill. One bill passed the House; one
bill looks like it’s getting ready to pass the
Senate. It will go to what they call con-
ference, and we’re going to work hard to get
a good farm bill out. I’m really looking for-
ward to working with Larry Combest and the
conferees in the House, as well as looking

forward to working with the conferees in the
Senate, to get a bill that meets these prin-
ciples.

First, I want farm policy that is generous
in our appropriations and affordable. Now,
we’ve agreed that our farm bill should cost
$73.5 billion over the next decade. My ad-
ministration will honor that agreement. I
know the folks on this stage will honor that
agreement. It looks like that’s pretty well set-
tled in, and that’s good for the farm sector.
But we’ve got to spend the money without—
I guess you could call it political gimmickry.

You see, what we don’t want to have hap-
pen is, they take the bulk of that money and
spend it early, so that in the out years the
farm economy suffers. What we want is to
make sure that when the bill is passed, that
the $73 billion is spent evenly or relatively
evenly over the decade. In other words, to
put it bluntly, what we don’t want to do is
overpromise to farmers and underperform.
What we don’t want to do is use the tax-
payer’s money to try to cobble together a
loose coalition to get votes early on which
will ultimately hurt the agricultural sector of
the United States of America.

A good farm bill must provide a safety net
for farmers, without encouraging over-
production and thereby depressing prices. By
setting loan rates too high, we could easily
worsen a problem that loan rates were sup-
posed to correct. I favor farm policies that
strengthen the farm economy over the long
run, policies that promote independence.
But what I don’t want to do is to provide
incentives into the marketplace that will hurt
farmers. And so we’ve got to have good loan
policy, and I look forward to working with
the Members on the stage to provide that.

I want a farm bill that supports trade. Oh,
I know there’s a lot of controversy around
America on trade. Let me tell you how I look
at it. Our ranchers and farmers are the best
in the world at what they do. We can grow
crops better; we can grow things better; and
we can raise beef better. And if that’s the
case, it seems logical to me that we want a
more—want more opportunity to sell that
which we’re best at, all around the world.
We want people in China eating U.S. beef.

No, I know there’s some skepticism. Peo-
ple are always saying, ‘‘Well, you know, every
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President comes along and he talks about ag-
riculture, and then when it comes time to
negotiating international trade agreements,
they seem to forget.’’ Well, so far, our admin-
istration hasn’t forgotten. I told the people
who are interested in this subject, when I
was campaigning, we were going to make
sure agriculture remained at a cornerstone
of U.S. economic policy, not only at home
but internationally.

I sent a team over there, with Ann and
Zoellick, to talk to the Chinese. And I—just
look at the record. There’s huge amounts of
opportunity for American farmers and ranch-
ers in that vast market. There’s been some
discussions about world trade, and look at
the record: The United States stood strong
when it came to protecting the agriculture
interests. We want to open up markets, and
at the same time, we want to make sure oth-
ers open up their markets for us and to make
sure that we open up markets in places like
Europe for America’s healthy beef.

You can help by making sure the Senate
hears that message, that the Senate passes
a trade promotion bill which gives me the
authority to work hard to open up markets
all around the world for those who work
hard. I need that authority. It’s good for
America to have that authority. It’s also going
to be good for the world, because America’s
great producers will help feed the hungry.

I also want to make sure the good farm
bill establishes farm savings accounts to help
farmers and ranchers manage risks that you
run. I understand how risky agriculture can
be. It wouldn’t be so risky if we could control
the weather. That’s one of the things we
haven’t figured out how to do yet. It wouldn’t
be so risky if we could make it rain all the
time; there’d be hay to feed the cows. Some-
how, that doesn’t happen all the time. I
know. I sat through the—as Governor, I
watched the rains go away in the great State
of Texas for many of the months in my last
years as the Governor. You know, I’m a guy
who runs out to my land or thinks about my
land, and the first thing I ask old Kenneth
who lives on it is, ‘‘Did it rain? Where’s the
water?’’ But I understand the risks.

And there’s a risk of price, and the cycles
make it difficult. But I think the Federal
Government can help mitigate the cycles by

giving farmers and ranchers the opportuni-
ties to establish what we call farm savings
accounts or ranch savings accounts. We’ll
give you a chance to insure against risk. It
makes a lot of sense. I know that Senator
Grassley has been a big promoter of farm
savings accounts, and we look forward to get-
ting this additional tool to you all to be able
to help you help yourselves.

A good bill finally will offer incentives for
good conservation practices. Let me tell you
exactly what I think about the land and how
best to manage it. Every day is Earth Day
for people who rely upon the land to make
a living. The best conservation practices hap-
pen because somebody realizes that it’s in
their benefit, their own economic interest,
to practice good conservation in order to
raise cows, for example.

I was traveling the ranch one time with
Vladimir Putin and Mrs. Putin, and we’re
driving around, showing it off. I’m a wind-
shield rancher. [Laughter] And they were
asking, ‘‘Well, can you’’—I was explaining
like I like to cut down—trim the new-growth
cedar, because the new-growth cedar sucks
out a lot of water from the—from the beau-
tiful hardwoods we have. Many of you know
exactly what I’m talking about. It enhances
the beauty and the value of the land if you
can get rid of the new-growth cedar. It en-
ables our beautiful native pecans or live oaks
to flourish, and that’s good for the country.
And they said, ‘‘Well, you’re allowed to cut
down your own trees?’’ I said, ‘‘Yes, if you’re
wise about it.’’ And obviously there are some
county restrictions, and of course, I pay at-
tention to all that. But, yes, we—[laughter]—
we trust people to—we trust people to man-
age their own land. We trust people with
their own land.

And they said, ‘‘Well, that’s different in
some places in Europe. You can’t do that.’’
And I said, ‘‘Well, here’s what we think in
America. We think that the collective wisdom
of those who own their land is a benefit to
the Nation, that when individuals make prop-
er choices because they own their own prop-
erty, that all those decisions in a collective
way makes better environmental policy, bet-
ter land use policy than if it was dictated from
a central source of people, many of whom
have probably never been on the land.’’
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And so this farm bill has got to recognize
the principle I just outlined and help ranch-
ers and farmers. I strongly favor expanding
EQIP program. I think it makes a lot of
sense. Good conservation policy in a farm bill
will enable ranchers and farmers to make
better decisions. It’s an important part of the
farm bill, and I hope the Senate hears that.
And I know the folks on this podium agree,
on the stage agree with the principle inher-
ent, and not only in that aspect of a good
farm policy but the other four I described.
I just want to assure you all that these just
aren’t opinions of mine; these are commit-
ments of mine, commitments to good agri-
culture policy.

And so we’re, as a nation, are dealing with
some tough times, but I’ve never been more
confident or optimistic. I think it’s because
I know the true strength of the country, and
the true strength of the country is our citi-
zens. We’re a land of strong, hard-working,
compassionate people.

I’m asked all the time, ‘‘What can I do
to help in the war against terror?’’ Well,
you’ve probably figured it out by now that
I don’t see many shades of gray in the war
on terror. Either you’re with us, or you’re
against us. And it’s a struggle between good,
and it’s a struggle between evil. And if you’re
interested in fighting evil, do some good. And
by that, I mean, show some compassion to
a neighbor in need. You know, when people
walk across the street to help a shut-in,
they’re doing some good. When people take
time to mentor a child, that’s doing some
good. We’ve got children whose parents are
in prison; they wonder, ‘‘Gosh, I wonder if
America is meant for me?’’ There’s a hope-
lessness that can creep in their lives. What
America needs to do in order to fight evil
is to have mentors all across the country who
are willing to put their arm around a child
and say, ‘‘I love you a lot. America counts
for you as much as it counts for me.’’

No, if we want to fight good—fight evil
with good, we can do so in many ways, all
across America. My call to America is to help
somebody in need. Many of you in this audi-
ence have probably either been or are on
your school boards. It’s a job tougher than
being President; I understand that. But by
helping your public schools or helping any

school, it’s helping fight evil with good. By
being active citizens in your church or your
synagogue or, for those Muslims, in your
mosque, and adhering to the admission to
love a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved
yourself, that’s how we can stand up. It is
the momentum of millions of acts of kindness
that take place all across America. That’s how
we stand up to evil.

And if any country can do it, it is this coun-
try, because this is a nation that is loving and
strong, compassionate, God-fearing, a nation
that will not relent when it comes to our most
precious value, and that value is freedom.

Thanks for having me, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:41 a.m. in Exhibit
Hall A at the Colorado Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Lynn Cornwell, past presi-
dent, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, and
Kenneth Engelbrecht, foreman at the Bush Ranch
in Crawford, TX. The President also referred to
EQIP, the Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 2
The President returned from Camp David,

MD, to Washington, DC.
The White House announced that on Feb-

ruary 1 the President declared a major dis-
aster in Oklahoma and ordered Federal aid
to supplement State and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by a severe winter
ice storm on January 30 and continuing.

February 4
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence briefings and then met with Prime
Minister Mikhail Kasyanov of Russia in the
Oval Office.

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Eglin Air Force Base in Fort Walton
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Beach, FL. While en route aboard Air Force
One, he had a telephone conversation with
New England Patriots owner Bob Kraft to
congratulate the team on their February 3
Super Bowl victory.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC. Later, in an Oval Office
ceremony, he signed the Economic Report
of the President, an annual report produced
by the Council of Economic Advisers.

The White House announced that the
President welcomes the visit of Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon of Israel to Washington,
DC, on February 6–7.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Jose
Eduardo dos Santos of Angola, President
Joaquim Alberto Chissano of Mozambique,
and President Festus Gontebanye Mogae of
Botswana to the White House on February
26.

February 5
In the morning, the President traveled to

Pittsburgh, PA. In the afternoon, he returned
to Washington, DC.

February 6
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence briefings. Later, in an Oval Office
ceremony, he signed H.R. 400 establishing
Ronald Reagan’s boyhood home as a Na-
tional Historic Site.

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to New York City. In the afternoon, he
met with Edward Cardinal Egan, Archbishop
of New York. Later, he attended a fundraiser
at the private residence of Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York City. In the evening,
he returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his nomination
of Adm. Thomas H. Collins, USCG, to be
Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard.

February 7
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and then met with
the Homeland Security Council.

The White House announced that the
President will travel to Lima, Peru, on March
23 and to San Salvador, El Salvador, on
March 24.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James W. Pardew to be Ambas-
sador to Bulgaria.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Susanne T. Marshall to be Chair-
man of the Merit Systems Protection Board,
and, until confirmation, to designate her as
Vice Chairman.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by a severe winter ice storm on
January 29 and continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
Missouri and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by a severe winter ice storm on
January 29 and continuing.

February 8
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Bush traveled to Denver, CO.
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.

Bush traveled to Salt Lake City, UT, where
they met with Gov. Michael O. Leavitt of
Utah and his wife, Jacalyn S., in the Utah
State Capitol, and then attended a reception
in the Capitol Rotunda. Later, the President
met with President Gordon B. Hinckley of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in President Hinckley’s offices at the
Church Administration Building, and then
met with U.S. Olympic athletes in the HPER
Complex at the University of Utah.

In the evening, the President participated
in opening ceremonies for the XIX Olympic
winter games at Rice-Eccles Olympic Sta-
dium. Later, he and Mrs. Bush traveled to
Jackson Hole, WY.

The President announced that the fol-
lowing individuals will serve as members of
the Presidential delegation to the XIX Olym-
pic winter games: Dorothy Koch; Lance
Armstrong; Hayden Fry; Johnny Morris; Cal
Ripken, Jr.; Sheryl Swoopes; Darrell Waltrip;
Colin Powell; Mel R. Martinez; Gale A. Nor-
ton; Tommy Thompson; Ann M. Veneman;
and Christine Todd Whitman.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jonathan Steven Adelstein to be a
Commissioner of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.
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Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted February 5

Guy F. Caruso,
of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Energy
Information Administration, vice Jay E.
Hakes, resigned.

Daniel L. Cooper,
of Pennsylvania, to be Under Secretary for
Benefits of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for a term of 4 years, vice Joseph
Thompson, resigned.

Jose A. Fourquet,
of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Inter-American Founda-
tion for a term expiring September 20, 2004,
vice Mark L. Schneider, term expired.

Adolfo A. Franco,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Inter-American Founda-
tion for the remainder of the term expiring
September 20, 2002, vice Jeffrey Davidow,
resigned.

Adolfo A. Franco,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Inter-American Founda-
tion for a term expiring September 20, 2008
(reappointment).

Roger Francisco Noriega,
of Kansas, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the Inter-American Foundation
for a term expiring September 20, 2006, vice
Harriett C. Babbit, term expired.

Eugene Scalia,
of Virginia, to be Solicitor for the Depart-
ment of Labor, vice Henry L. Solano, re-
signed, to which position he was appointed
during the recess of the Senate from Decem-
ber 20, 2001, to January 23, 2002.

Submitted February 6

Warren Douglas Anderson,
of South Dakota, to be U.S. Marshal for the
District of South Dakota for the term of 4
years, vice Lyle Weir Swenson, term expired.

Todd Walther Dillard,
of Maryland, to be U.S. Marshal for the Su-
perior Court of the District of Columbia for
the term of 4 years (reappointment).

Theophile Alceste Duroncelet,
of Louisiana, to be U.S. Marshal for the East-
ern District of Louisiana for the term of 4
years, vice Charles Vincent Serio, resigned.

James Loren Kennedy,
of Indiana, to be U.S. Marshal for the South-
ern District of Indiana for the term of 4
years, vice Frank James Anderson, term ex-
pired.

James Joseph Parmley,
of New York, to be U.S. Marshal for the
Northern District of New York for the term
of 4 years, vice Edward Joseph Kelly, Jr.,
term expired.

James Thomas Plousis,
of New Jersey, to be U.S. Marshal for the
District of New Jersey for the term of 4 years,
vice Glenn Dale Cunningham, resigned.

Charles R. Reavis,
of North Carolina, to be U.S. Marshal for
the Eastern District of North Carolina for
the term of 4 years, vice Mark Reid Tucker.

Michael Robert Regan,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. Marshal for the
Middle District of Pennsylvania for the term
of 4 years, vice Walter D. Sokolowski, term
expired.

Robert H. Roswell,
of Florida, to be Under Secretary for Health
of the Department of Veterans Affairs for a
term of 4 years, vice Thomas L. Garthwaite.

Jesse Seroyer, Jr.,
of Alabama, to be U.S. Marshal for the Mid-
dle District of Alabama for the term of 4
years, vice Florence M. Cauthen, term ex-
pired.
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Timothy Dewayne Welch,
of Oklahoma, to be U.S. Marshal for the
Northern District of Oklahoma for the term
of 4 years, vice James Marion Hughes, Jr.,
term expired.
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The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released February 2

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Oklahoma

Released February 4

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by Office of
Management and Budget Director Mitch
Daniels on the President’s fiscal year 2003
budget proposal

Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
Homeland Security Tom Ridge on the Presi-
dent’s fiscal year 2003 budget proposal

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
Israeli Prime Minister Sharon

Statement by the Press Secretary: Meeting
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swana President Mogae
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Transcript of a press briefing by Council of
Economic Advisers Chairman R. Glenn
Hubbard on the Economic Report of the
President
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shal for the Middle District of Alabama

Fact sheet: Defending Against Biological
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National Press Club Luncheon Tomorrow
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Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a statement by Press Secretary
Ari Fleischer on the status of detainees at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

Transcript of remarks by Director of Home-
land Security Tom Ridge at a National Press
Club luncheon

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
the President’s upcoming visit to Peru and
El Salvador

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Kansas

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Missouri

Fact sheet: Status of Detainees at Guanta-
namo

Fact sheet: President Highlights Principles
for Strengthening American Agriculture

Announcement of nominations of U.S. Mar-
shals for the Northern District of New York,
Eastern District of North Carolina, Middle
District of Pennsylvania, Northern District of
Oklahoma, District of New Jersey, District
of South Dakota, Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Eastern District of Lou-
isiana, and Southern District of Indiana

Released February 8

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer, Agriculture Secretary
Ann M. Veneman, and Brian Montgomery

Announcement of the Presidential delegation
to the XIX Olympic winter games

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 1762 and S. 1888

Announcement of nomination of U.S. Attor-
ney for the District of Kansas
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved February 6

H.R. 400 / Public Law 107–137
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
establish the Ronald Reagan Boyhood Home

National Historic Site, and for other pur-
poses

H.R. 1913 / Public Law 107–138
To require the valuation of nontribal interest
ownership of subsurface rights within the
boundaries of the Acoma Indian Reservation,
and for other purposes
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